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THE GREAT DAYS 

OF ZOOLOGY ARE 

NOT DONE 

I 
With this issue we have now reached double 
figures, and the Centre for Fortean Zoology is 

I 
going from strength to strength. We are now in 
the position where we are able to do something 

I 

I 

I 
I 
I 

more than just publish magazines and books. 

At the Fortean Times sponsored Unconvention 
this year: Karl Shuker introduced me to someone 
who a�t by accident hA.s steered U3 onto the 
course which will hopefully define the next few 
years of our existence. The person Karl 
introduced me to was Owen Bwnham, who as a 
schoolboy discovered the carcass of what many 
people believe was a sea-serpent on a beach in 
The Gambia. I chatted to him with interest, and 
was amazed when he told me that he was 'pretty 
sure' that he could find the spot on the. beach 
where the carcass had been buried. 

Since then event-; have gathered momentum, and 
plans are being drawn up for an expedition to The 
Gambia. We have a map of the beach, a little like 
Long John Silver's Treasure Map in 'Treasure 
Island ' with a large 'X' marking the spot where 
we believe that the carcass of the Gambian Sea 
Serpent (good initials eh?) is buried. Within the 
past few weeks one of our associates went to The 
Gambia, and drew a detailed map of the portion 
of the beach where Owen remembers the creature 
as being buried. 'This map proves that whether or 
not the bones arc still there, the building 
development which has taken place in the area 
over the past decade and a half has not affected 
the place where the carcass is buried. 

We have got the backing of a television 
company, and it looks as if we are on course to 
investigate one of the most tantalising mysteries 

I of contemporary cryptozoology. 
I l' We are also thinking about an expedition to 

search for the Tatzelwurm in �witzerl
.
and, 

I 
possibly also during 1997. We Will be m a 
position to take a limite.d number of people. with 
us . Are there any readers of 'Animals & Men' 

I 
who would be interested in accompanying us? If 
so, you would have to meet your own costs, but 
we are planning to make block bookings so that 

I 
we can keep the oosts to a minimum. The 
expedition would split into two groups; one 
group who would explore the areas in which the 

I 
animal has been seen most recently and the other 
who plan to investigate museums, l

.
ibrari� �d 

I 
records offices, as well as mtervtewmg 
eyewitnesses, with the aim of building up ac; 
complete a dossier �. pos�ible. on this reclus.ive 
cryptid. This expedition ts still at the earliest 
planning stages but we would welcome feedback 
from our readership, and if there. are enough 
people interested in becoming involved to make 
this expedition a viable possibility then we shall 
definitely be going ahead! 

I If you are ;utereste<!. g;v e us a riog ... 
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EVERYBODY'S GOT 

SOMETHING TO HIDE EXCEPT 
This \Nill be Jan Williams' last Newsfile. After 
twJ and a half years of sterling service she 
ha� decided tp call it a, d�y as Newsfile 
Ed1tor. Sh� will be cont1nu1ng as regional 1 
representative for Buckinghamshire. author 
of the A-Z of Cryptozoology, and as 1 
09casional contributor of other articles.  We 
wsh her 'orWII. and are glad that she has not 
gone for good, because we 'M>Uid miss her 
ferribly if .she were to leave us completely, 
because 1n a very real sense none of th1s 
w:>uld have happened if it had not been for 
her. Thanx Jan. 

FOR ME AND MY MONKEY 
Various ne�SP!lPef!> in April reported that "A tiny UJ.Jnkey weurlllrig JUSt seven om1ces and th.ouglit 
to be extinct has been rediscovered in southeast 
China". (The Tinrs 23.4.96). The stories went on 
to report that these animals, known as "Ink 
MonlCeys · had been the traditional pets of 

I. Chinese scholars. They gained their name 
because they had been k�t to pre)!ltfe ink. known �MD 

�� I 
for the last 4,000 years in China. They w·ere also 
sumx>sed to assist the scholars by passtpg brushes 
ana turning pages. Zhu Xi, the 12th Century 

I 
Chine�e scholar was said to have ke.pt one. as a 

I pet. ! These stories were so bizarre that our intrepid 
!!'porter Tom Anderson decided to investigate. The talc re.counted below is Pieced together from 

I several pun filled letters from Tom to us ... 

The story was also carried bv the ubiquitous / Aberdeen Press and Journal ·so he contacted 1 them for more information. They said that the. 
story had come from The Press Association, but 
on contacting them he was told that their agency 
only dealt wtth VK stories, and suggested that he 
try Reuters. In his own words: 

"A very nice man in their library told me (despite 
the fact that I'm not a suoscriber), that in 
emanated .6:om the Chinese News Agency Sbin 
�. and that the only details that be bad was that 
the m>nkeys weighed 200 gra l1111Jes each. 

After various confusing (or Confucian) calls I at 
last reached their sc1enti.6c correspondent, Mr 

------------------------------------------------�------------------' 



Jiang 1-an. 

Between his accent and mine (Tom is fairly 
seriously Caledonian. Ed. ); progress was � 
too rapta but I faxed him aoMl a request JVJ 
some more details which he said he �UJ.d have in 2448 hours" ... 
Tom signed off by promising .. 

"I'll be gibbon you the details beti>re rwch 
langur" ... 

And we awaited the next stage of the 
investigation with baited breath. 
Three days later we received a letter from Tom, 
which for variotLc; reasons is unprintable, and a 

j photocopy of the fax he had received back. 
1-.=·. 

I .\I'Ril �5. 19•J(. 
TO :-.1R 101\l A:O.:DERSON 11 FA:'\ ll I ��-l-l 890576 

r-R0:-.1 1\fR .1!:\NG Yi\N 
Xll\'HlJA NE\\'S AGENCY LONODN BUREAU 
FAX l!lil 7�� tl:il� 
TF.l. 0171 586Xl71 

J,>Ja, I r�.:c1w a la� lr<>m Beijm� 11hich c<>ntains very brief 
mll>mwu,,n alx>ut r�UISCllWred inl. m<>nkcys. 

I Jlll t�mblc s<>m ll'r ,,ur headquarters couldn't collt:ct more detailli.lr 
\l'llfllllllliTY 

It is now only left to lL� to speculate whether the 
original story was made up in Beijing or 
London ... 

THE WURM TURNS 

A 73 year old retired butcher from Austria was 
c�ed recently for attempted fraud. With the 
aid of a salami sausage and a felt pen he had been 
faking pho�rap� of the legendary T�tzelwwm. 
and pestenng tounsts to buy them. His excuse? 
He couldn't afford to live on his pension or to 
feed his ferrets. He was unconditionally 
discharged. Scottish Evening Express 21.6.96. 

ORANGE BLOSSOM SPECIAL 
A new spe�ies of mqnkey. the �i�th si�ce 1990 
has been dtscovered m the Brazthan ram forest. 
Callitbris sa terei is btight orange and the size of I 

a squirrel. Ex� claim that another five spt:eies 
are likely to be discovered in the same area 
within the next decade. Die Welt 22.6.96 

PRIMAL PRIMATE 

The fossil remains of a mouse sized creature that 
could be the missing link between the most 
ancient monke:y!! _and higher primates has been 
discovered in China. EOsimias centennicus was 
discovered alo� the banks of the Yellow River. In life it would· have weighed only 99 grammes 
and lived 40 million years ago. The Tunes 5.4.96. 

I'M ALWAYS TOUCHED BY 
YOUR PRESENCE DEER. 

Tibetan Red Deer, or Shou, have been 
rediscovered in Alpine meadows about seventy 
five miles east of Lhasa . Geor$!e B. Schaller of 
the Wildlife Conservation Society and Chinese 
colleagues Wang Xiaoming and liu Wulin found 
more than 100 of the deer in the region last 
October. Shou were last seen in the wild in the 
1940s. 

EARLY AMPHIBIANS 

New fossil evidence from Australia proves that 
The first amfhibious creatures crawled onto land 
more than 50,000,000 years earlier than wa.s 
previously thought. Schoolboys Angus Hamley 
and Guy Thuloom found fossilised teeth an<J 
bones in a strata in Queensland dating to 333 
million years ago. Our's father, Dr Tony 
Thulbo111 a zoologist at (.lueensland University, 
is leadiitg a team Cllll}'ing out further 
investigations at the site. He said: 

"1bose ancient creatures were nearly three feet 
high and resembled a cross between a crocodile 
ana a salamander from Hell. They had a powerful 
tail, a massive head, and lots of nasty teeth". 
(Daily Mail 28.4.96). 

(and other marine stories that don •t fit in anywbae else) 

MALA YSIAN DRAGON. 

Several newspapers in late May re ported that 
Malaysian Ftshermen had found the carcass 
(some reports said skeleton)of what they thought 
was a 'diagon·. The cynics amongst the world of 
cryptozoology were convinced that it would turn 



IDENTITY CRISIS. 

The headline read: '\oWtale dies' but the story was 
about a 12 foot Bas� Shark: stranded, still 
alive, on a beach at T enby in Pembrokeshire. 
Wildlife experts joined concerned holiday­
makers in a ffuitless six hour s�gle to save the 
creature. What was the headline writer � 
when he wrote the article thoU2h? Where can the 
Editor of this journal get some? Aberdeen Press 
& Journal 10.6.1996 

THE 'CASE' FOR G.S 

.......... -.--.... � Clyde Roper, from the Smithsonian Institute is in 
the South Pacific searching for living specimens 
of Architeuthis. He hopes, m November, with the 
ai d of a mini submarine, to be the first person to 
see one of these giant squid alive in its natural 
habitat He plans to follow squid hunting whales 
up to 900rri beneath the sea. To date, only dead 
and dying specimens have been found washe4 up 
in beaches, ensnared in fishing net., and vomite<l 
up by sperm whales. The Times 18.2.96; Die Welt 
29.4. 96. out, like so many others before it, to be the 

decomposing carcass of a Basking Shark. We 
were all wrong! It was the decomposing carcass 
of a Killer Whale. Aberdeen Press and Journal 
28.5.96; Teletext BBC 27.5.96.; ITV Teletext 
28.5.96. Dr Karl Shuker Pers. Comm. 

'DOC' DOES IT AGAIN 

In a letter dated 25th June 1996 Tony 'Doe' 
Shiels writes: 

"At around ten, last night, I took a stroll doM1 to wugh Cullaun and- sure enol!!Jh- saw a sing_le 
darK, low hwup glic!ing through the wa ter, in UJ.e 
Coro6.n directwn. It ilidn 't Sl.lfPI:ise me. It was 
nothing spectacular, just a dark shape about fOur 
feet loJJ&, visible tor six or seven seconds. ( ... .) 
It's not .unportant - it just happen,ed - and there 
were no other wirnesses (as far as I know). 

Soza: few years back there was a runnur about a 
giant eel m Lough CuiiauiL but alilXJst every lake m Ireland has such 'legends' ... " 

·-=--- --

PlC BY TONY SHIELS 

IT'S FOR YOU-000 
Fishermen in Borneo have started to steal �y­
phones for use as electronic bait in fish traps. The 
electricity p_assing through the microphones 
produc es a high _pttched sound which seemingly 
attracts the fish. This is somewhat reminiscent of 
an epis ode in 'Songs of Distant Earth' by Arthur 
C C1arke (who I, tor one much pre.fe.r outside his 
'mysterious world' persona). We.ird! (.Aberdeen 
Press and Journa/26.4.96). 

WHAT A WHOPPER! 

A giant Conger Eel, nearly 10 feet long which 
wetghed almOst as much of a man was caught off 
the Scottish coast in February. It was. according 
to the newspaper reJ)2rt, an almost legendary fish 
that had oeen eluding trawlermen for years. 
Aberdeen Press and Jownal 23.2.96. 

PASSION KILLER 
The str�e deaths of sea-lions on the South 
California coast have been attributed to the 
'Marauder of San Miguel Island', a rogue giant 
male sea-lion. 

¥arine biologists say that up to 2�)() female sea­
lions have bee.n crushed to death m the last five 
years by the M.arauder (thought to be a hy�rid. of 
Steller's sea-hon and a smaller Cahtoffilan 
spe�ies. The male is said to weigh about eight 



times more than his victimc;. (Daily Mail 
4.6.96). 

Other mysterious de.aths amongst North 
American marine mammals took place 
amongst the Florida manatee popufation 
which was decimated by an unknown cause .. 
Scientists were. wonie.d that an unknown virus 
might have reached epidemic proportions 
amongst the s�ies, but the deatlis were 
eventually hlentified as being the result of a 
'red tide' algal infestation. 

TOO MUCH MONKEY 

BUSINESS 
Scientists in the Brazilian ju�le have 
discovered an almost complete skeleton of an 
extinct monkey (Protopithe c us brasiliensis). 
Individual bones of this animal, which lived 
until about 10,000 years ago have been found 
since 1835, but this is the most complete 
spe.cimen yet. In life the animal would have 
looked lik:e. the. bead of a howlcr monkey 
transplanted onto the body of a spider 
moni:ey. This is of considerable intcrest to 
those cryptozoologists interested in the 
notorious and controversial De-Loys' Ape. (�ranthropoides loysii). 
Although, recent information has suggested 
that thOse who have always believed lliat the 
classic photograph from 1920 was a hoax, 
were corre.ct, the existence, within relatively 
recent historical times, of a large 
spidennonkey like primate is undeniably 
interesting. Die Welt 23.5.96; Darren Naish 

NEVER WHICH WAY BUT 
WHATEVER 

An Orang Utan abandone-d by its owne.r on a 
street in Taiwan grabbed a girl and kissed he-r 
repeatedly before be.ing restrained by Police. it 
was reported yesterday. Abet·deen Press and 
Journa/29. 5.96 

WHITE MAN'S BURDEN 

A mystery white tribe has been reported in Irian 
Jaya. Indonesian anthropologists are investigating 
sightings made by villagers in the Wirigar River 
area. The tribesmen are said to be tall and pale 
skinned and cany pam:>ts on their shoulders 
which warn of strangers. (Daily Ma.il l. 7.96). 

RELEASE THE BATS (B-B-B-B-B­
B-BABY BATS) 

A Male Savi's Pipistrelle, a species found in 
Britain only once previously was rescued from 
two cats in the back)'ard of a house in Wallasey, 
Merseyside.. The. cre.ature, name.d W allace� by 
Wildlife Rescue Officers in Uverpool, bad 
strayed a long way from its normal habitat in the 
Mediterranean. Experts were trying to establish 
whether the animal was a vagrant, or "part of a 
small migrant population". The Times 13.3.96 

PersComm. I ������------------�------------------------------------------------ --- � 



)his seems as .good a . place as any to 
1n�oduce the subject of th1s issue's phone in 
qu1z. We "Here very oteased with the 
r�sponse to the Q!.Ji!Z m the last issue. The 
wnner was AI Pnngle from Cricket St 
Thomas Wildlife Parl< in Somerset v.klo 
correctly realised that our headline was a 
bastardisation of a song by, John Otway and 
Wild Willie Barrett called 'Be careful of the 
flo�s 'cos rou know they're gojng to get 
you - yea_h . Three other �Pie got the 
ans':Wr nght but too rate alas. 
Commiserations to them and to the others 
Vvfl.o gqt tl.le an�wer completely w-ong! The 
�u1z fl is 1ssue 1s merely basea around the 
tieadhne to the above p1ece. the question is 
Who? Vttly? W!at? Vttlere? The prize is a free 
one year subscription to 'Animals & Men'. By 
the way, for those of you Yllo are still asking 
the line "Baal in silence dines on vulture 
53oup" Yllich. was our phone in quiz several 
�sues a@, 1s from an opera called "BaaJ" by 
Berthold -arecht! 

CROCODILE IN FINCHLEY. 

Now yve know where Lady Thatcher, once MP 
for Fmchley,. gets her flashy <;:rocodik-skin 
handbags. Btts ·of a decompost.Qg crocodile 
carcass which measured nearl)' five foot in length 
were found in Dollis Brook. North London . .An 
off-duty RSPCA Inspector was walking his dog 
v.:hen, Oscar the Labrador waded into the stream 
and. appeared to pull the decomposing dead 
repb.le from the bushes. 

It was reported that the fr&.oomented corpse was 
sent to London 'hxJ to discover what �pecies the 
animal belonged to. (Aberdeen Press and 
Journal 29.5.96). We approached London 'h:>o 
but we were unable to find anyone who could 
give us any information. 

Aberrant crocodiles across parts of the United 
�dom are not a new plienomenon. Charles 
Fort was interested in them and several 
re�earchers have. �nvestigated the incidents 
"-:ltho� really reaching any. conclusions. These 
histoncal accounts are 'Qarb.Cularly interesting 
but it seems likely that the Finchfey beast waS mud.Y an unfortunate pet which was dum� 
!llegal!y, either because it had grown too large for 
Its tank, or because it had died m captivity and its 
owners were UII8ure as how to dispose of the 

body. 
All crocodiles, alligators and caimans are 
proscribed unda the terms of the 1976 
Dang.e�us Wild Animals Act_, but they are 
swpnsmgly po.J?ular as �- Disturbingly there 
does appear to be a black market trade m such 
PlC BY TONY SHIELS 

things. At an exotic pet fair we were at re.centlv 
one of our colleagues was approached on severtil 
occas10n� by peop.le wil ling to pay: hioh prices for 
a crocodile or alligator wtthout the Torinality of 
having to obtain a license. Needless to say we 
were neither willing, nor able to comply with the 
requests, but the fact that the demana ts there is 
disturbing in anyone's book! 

GREAT SNAKES! 

A nine-foot long Burmese Python was found in 
Campbell Par)c., Milton Keynes in March. Sid 
Mountstones found the (very) dead snake whilst 
wal� his dog down the canal footpath. It was 
well away from houses and roads ana no�ne bad 
admitle{} ownership. Milton Keynes Citizen 
4.4.96 

ANTS WITH ANGST 

The Florida Ghost Ant, 1.33mm long and almost 
transparent has started to invade the UK. Tirree 
infestations of the species in Britain have been 
recorded to date, two in London and one in 
Binninghaii!, and ex12eru fe.ar that should the 
creatures infest a hospttal, a serious infection risk 
could be posed. A6erdeen Press and Journal 
26.4.96 

�ro� IMHilENCO�A 
THE BEAST OF CHISWICK 

Residents in Chiswick have been reporting 
sigh�s of a weird zoo(orm phenomenon 
renumscent of those reported m parts of the Mid 
West earlier this century. LOren Coleman's 
classic 'Mysterious Amenca' contains several 
references to mysterious 'kangaroos' which ate 
meat and generally behaved in a most 
unkangarooliK:e manner. 

The Editor recently wrote an article for 'Dead of 
Night' m�azine. which cove.red these. and other 
'untdentified hopping objects'. It was interesting therefore to dlscover that a similar animal descrih:.A as "a dccootlic crea..rure abollt mu tee& high rutli large haWJclles and long pomted e.ars 
was seen in 1994 by 25 year oJ41oy Persaud. The 
newspaper story (reprinted in TEMS NEWS #13) 
implioothat other people had seen this 'creature ' 
over a period of years. 

A local man, Basil Hall, claimed that what the 
witnesses had seen was m fact an otter. But an 
RSPCA spokesman is quoted as saying that: 

"Th.ere haven't been any otters seen living wild in 



London for th� past few years and it is more 
likely to be a mink". 
It is not for us to disagree with such an 
unimpeachable source but it does see,m very 
unlikely that if. indeed Joy Persaud DID see what 
she cl_aims, that any relatively small aquatic 
mustelid could be the. cause of the sighting. 

One should .note, however not only that what Ms 
Persaud clauns to have seen. whilst unlike any 
flesh and blood fauna likely to be r�rted from 
the area, is consistent with repqrts of zooform 
phenomena across the globe and even with the 
cWTeD� fashionable Chupacabras (SEE 
BELO reports from various parts of the wOrld. 
It shoul afso be noted that the RSPCA were 
prob�bly Vfl'Ong not only in their identification, 
but m saymg that otters no longer exist in the 
London area. The Times (25.4.96) reported that 
an otter had been seen near Reading earlier this 
year, only 40 miles from London, and that the 
species was becoming more common across the country. The Reading animal, the)' said, was 
probablY. a sn:aggler �m a popUlation from 
H_ampsliire . It IS also difficult to reconcile The 
Tunes' claim that this animal was the first 
repqrted in the Thames for "tluee decades" with 
the RSPCA 's claim that otters had not be.en seen 
in Chiswic� for the "past few years". Someone 
has got therr facts wrong, and I don't think i ts 
'The Thunderer'. I find 1t easier to believe in a 
teleporting Chupacabrao;! 

WHERETHEGOAT SUCKS 
THERE SUCK .... 

Goat suc�er fever is spreading across the USA 
and MeXIco, wheTe El Chupacabra n ow has its 
own page on the Internet As usual, the price of 
cryptic tame is confusion, and one man s three 
fqot, spiny-backed kangaroo becomes anotha's 
g1ant homed bat 

In the .Mexican state, of Sinaloa <!ozens of goats are satd to have been found wtth their olood 
sucke-d dry and one human has alleaedly been 
attacked. Farmers from Calderon village have 
formed vigilante squads to try and track down 
their fly� 'goatsucKer'. A rough sketch cobbled toeether by wjtneasea ,shows a bat-like creature, 
o'-"'er a foot long, With two nom-like prongs 
protruding from a hair covered head. 

Further south in Jalisco state� sheep and goats 
have been killed. The deao aninials are all 
reJX?rted to have two toothmarks about a third of 
an inch �part, in the neck, and appear to have 
been drairied of blood. Duran Larios a farmer in 
the village ofTiajomul�; said 'it killed 15 of our 
sh�p wtthout leaving mem a drop of blood •. 

Netgllbour! Jose Angel Pulido Briseno said that 

one of. the cre-atures had bitten him. and 
Hortenc1a Guaqulupe Cuevas . said she was 
attacked by a tlymg goatsucker v.1th huge \vings. 
In the �isp�c n�ighbourhood of Sweetwatrr, 
South Mianu, Flonda the massacre of si..xty nine 
assorted goats,. chickens, aeese and ducks was 
bl�ed on their local goat-sucke-r. �on Magill, assistant curator at Metrodade Zi;)o, mvestigated. 
He found a hole dug under the fence, "a classic 
do� digging", togetfier with dog prints and dog 
b.afr on the bottom of the fence. The 'vampire 
bites' were; he said, "classic canine pWlctmes 
from dogs", and the animals had not been drained 
of blood, as he demonstrate-d with a knife. to one 
goat' s jugular. Magill says be is not a sce.�tic. He 
believes m UFOs and extraterrestrials - its just 
that in this case tlult n'as not it!" 

Cases continue however, with vamQ!re-like 
attacks reported across South Rorida. 
Descriptions of the beast res_ponsible vary from a 
maroon gorilla to a huge flying cre-ature. which ��s its victims with a hook on the end of a long 

Meanwhile. the Chupacabra T -Shirt is on sale 
and Jose 'Chemo' Soto, mayor of Canovanas (the, 
Puerto Rican town where all this started) and 
leader of well publicised weekly monster hunts 
turns out to be running for re-election. The truth 
is out there, but which bit is it? 

(Aberdeen Press and Journal 3.5.96· Scotsman 
7.5.9�; Soutbanpton Daily Ecbo 3.5.96; DWJdee Everupg Telegraph 3.5.96: St Pe.te.rsburg Times 21. 3.96). 
EDITOR'S NOTE: 'Case' 'M:>rkers wll note 
the significance of the initials of the Goat 
Sucker. Lexilinkers might note the similarity 
between. 'Chemo' Soto, and Chemosit. Does 
any of th1s mean anything? Probably not! 

NOT FLAMING BUT DROWNING 
Six firemen dug a two foot hole to rescue a 
hamster drop�d in a sink-unit drain at· 
Knodishall, Suffolk .. In time-hon�ured fashion, the hamster thanked tts rescuers wtth a hefty bite 
(Daily Mail 29.5.96). . · 

Socca Fan Vick:v Lowe claims the ghost of her 
hamster 'Miss Effie' saved Rea.ding Football 
Club from relegation. Vick.y buried 'Miss Effie' 
in �e goalmouth at Reading's Elm-park groWld, 
and Is convinced the hamster's spirit 8llowed the 
team to win 3-0 against Wolves. Shame n()-{)ne 



Oub from relegation. Vicky buried 'Miss Effie· 
in the goalmouth at Reading ·s Elm-park ground, 
and is convinced the hamster's spi rit allowed the 
te.am to win 3-0 against Wolves. Shame no-one 
thought of that at Wembley . (Aberdeen press and 
Journal). 

AS A NEWT ... 

Ten year old Liz Faulknerl a pupil at Pencalenick 
SchOol in Truro, founa this, bright yellow 
neotenic palmate newt. She had observed it, together with 'normal' specimens, on a number ol occ2l3ion3; in the pond in the school grounds. 
Mark Nich01son of the Cornwall Wildlife Trust 
said: "Neoteny has been recorded occasionally in Britain's  newt species but is very rare in the palmate. - I've never even se.en a photo of a 
neotenous palmate newt". Neoteny is of course 
the condition where an animal reaches adult size 
but retains its larval features, in the case of a 
newt, a tadwle like tail and external gills. Sadly, 
although this discovery has attracted a large 
amo�Jnt of interest, there have been no further 
spe.crmens. 

MOTH MENACE 
Property Management company Broadgate 
Estates has erected barriers around silver maple 
trees in Finsbuzy A venue, near Liverpool Street 
Station in London to_protect commuters from 
brown tailed moths. "lbe larvae of the moth -
Euproctis ch.rvssorrhea - can strip trees bare in 
day:s, and tlteif minute hairs can cause severe skin 
an(f eye irritation in humans. Daily Ma.il 21.6.96 
(EDITORS NOTE: Infestations of this 
species during 1976 and 1978, as \WII as 
historical accounts

t 
were noted in issues 20 and 29 of Fortean imes. Issue 20 noted that 

the swarms had been getting gradually 
\o\Orse since the mid 1950s. They noted that 
the mild winter of 1975 was generally 
thought of as a major causative facfor in the 
expansion of the species. 

Are the recent climate chan@s respoflsible 
for the infestations reported this year? Or 
have these been happening annually since FT first noted them and it is j1,1st that the 
Editorial team of 'Animals & Men' haven't 
noticed?). 

Neotenous Palmate Newt. Pie. © Cornwall Wildlife Trust. 



Highlands, Scotland. 
An Inverness motorist claimed that his car was 
damaged when it struck "a bie black scary cat 
larger than an Alsatian" near Culloden Moor in 
the last week. 

Two tan coloured lioness-like cats were seen 
within six feet of a car at Elgin. Well lit by the 
peadlights tp.ey were judged to be six feet long, 
mcludmg tall. 

Lincolnshire. 

Leslev and Doreen Dean watched an ''eight foot 
long, 'black v.anther" as it apparently searC4e.d for 
IJreY on therr twenty acre estate near Lmcoln. 
They said "It was a magnificent creature, pw·e 
black, with f!iercin_g eyes. and a tail as long as irs 
body . (Daily Ma il 22.5.96). 
Buckinghamshire. 

A 'huge cat' with a long tail ran across the road 
in front of motorist Graham Stfi!'g_€?f at Newton 
Blossomville on 2nd June. (Milton Keynes 
Citizen 6.6.96). 

The beast of Milton Ker.nes appeared to a hay 
fever sufferer in Westcroft on ffth June. Brencta 
Saville got up to make a cup of tea at 4.15  a.m 
and saw the animal from her window. She said "it 
was quite tall, about the sizx of a zmdium.:sizxd 
dog, and very long". (Milton Keynes Citizxn 
13.6.96). 

Artist Sue Reed saw a large cat-like animal walk 
across the road from her car near the archway 
leading to Stowe School. north of Buckineharri. 
She watched for several minutes before it 
disapP.eared into a neighbouring field and 
descnbed it as the size of an alsatian. with white 
colo�1g on its chest. (Buckingl1am and \.\.1nslow 
AdvertJ.ser 31.5.96). 

Two weeks later, a bio cat was seen at Gawcott, 
south of Buckingham.J:t ran out in front of Chris 
Walsh at l.a.m on the 1 1th June. She said "It was 
big, black and staring with its mouth open". It 
stood about two feet at the shoulder. 
(Buckingham and mnslow Advertiser. 14.6.96). 

NEWSFILE CORRESPONDENTS 

Tom Anderson, lan Sherred, 
Wolfgan_g Schmidt, Mark Nicholson, 

Tony 'Doe' Shiels, Darren Naish, 
Joan Amos, Lionel Beer, 

Dave and Penny Rowe 
(congratulations), Robin from 

'Lobster'. 

***** 

We are presently looking for regiona! 
correspondents and clipping collectors for 
each area not presently covered by our 
team. If you are interested in be1ng a 
regional representative, then . please 
telephone Alison on 01392 424811. We are 
also planning regular columns by 
representatives from different regions. We 
have already started with a regular column, 
starting this issue witten by Aberdeen ' s Mr 
Entertainment; Tom Anderson. His musings 
on the odder side of Scottish zoology will 
appear in each issue. 

We are also printing regular news from 
Richard Carter of The Loch Ness Society. 
We 'M>uld like to run similar columns -written 
by anyone involved in a specific field of 
research. We 'M>Uid be interested to hear 
from anyone with ideas about columns of this 
nature. 

Finally, for the time being at least, the 
Newsfile will be compiled at the Editorial 
Office, so until further notice will you send all 
photocopies to us at the Exeter Address. 
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THE A-Z OF 
CR YPTOZOOLOGY 

by Jan Williams 

Emda-Ntouka: 

Semi-aq_uatic. elephant sized beast, of the African 
Congo. lfas a long, heary tail, and a l arge horn 
on its snout with which i t  is said to disembowel 
elephant'>. Despite. tf:ris aggre.ssive. behaviour, it is 
apparently a ve.getanan. 
Emmaville Panther: 

�e cat-like creature reported fr�uently in the 
vicmity of Emmaville, New South Wales, 
Australia. Became notorious in the late 1950s 
when hundreds of sheep were mysteriously slain 
on stock fanns in the area, though numerous 
sightings Q.redate the Second Worla War. Most 
re.ports refer to a black. Je.opard-lilce cat, but 
sandy-coloured animals have also been seen. 
Emniaville is a 'window-area' where other 
strange events. including UFO sightings have occurred. . 

Filey. Sea Monster of: 

C.oastguard Wilkinc;on Herbert saw a thirty foot 
long monster on the beach at Filey Brig. North 
Yorkshire in 1934. It had an eight foot neck, h�e 
eyes like saucers, and a mouth a foot wide. The 
black body had two humps and four short legs 
with tlip_pers. The creature moved quickly into 
the sea. Fishermen had reported a monster three 
miles out to se.a two weeks previously . 

Flathea.d Lake Monster: 

A huge, black creature seen in Flathead Lake, 
Montana, USA, on several occasions. Described 
by witness Ronald Nixon in 1963 as at leaste 
twnty-five feet long, with no fin on its back. 
Attempts to catch the monster with huge hooks 
baited with chickens met with no success. 

Flixton Werewolf: 

Legend states a werewolf with huge, s� teeth, crimson eyes, a terrible stench and a long 
tail which it uses to fell nocturnal travellers, 
haunts the area of Flixton, North Yorkshire. 

· 

Fur Bearing Trout: 

Often shown at fairs. and e.xhibite.d in bars in the 
USA and Canada. the fur-bearing trout is said to 
be very rare and found only in deep and cold 
wate.rs. Sadly, these. ve.ry odd fish are. fOrgeries, 
usually ordinary trout wrapped in Rabbit fur. 

Wolf Scare 
by Eric Sorensen 

In Southern Sweden, in the small city of 
Ljungbusen, nurse Len.a Sundberg claims to have 
been attacked by two wolves as she was working 
her garden. After some reading she has decided 
to identify them as wolves. even though they 
barked! 

Even at the beginning of the last century reports 
such as this were rare, but were perhaps more 
widely believed. Yet, we m�1. consider the stress 
of the situation. Perhaps the woman wa<; 
subconsciously influenced by the fact that in 
1984 a young wolf was observed in tl1r. vicinity . 

Occasional strays can come from the north, but 
there are often years between reports. 

Swedish wildlife expert OJof Lisberg finnly 
denies the possibility of these animals being 
wolves, considering their behaviour during the 
attack, and the. general shyness of wolves . He 
adds that wolves do not travel in pairs unless they 
are established in the area and this is not reJX>rted. 

Personally, I think that wolves, if they could 
bypass the guns of the Reindeer-keeping Lapps in 
any numbers, could live discretely ,and probably 
safely in Southern Sweden. Anyway, the old 
'Wolf Scare' never dies, as this report has shown. 

Feral dogs are not known from Northern Europe 
to my knowledge, but recent years have seen a 
sort of 'anns race ' with people wanting bigger 
and meaner dogs but devoting less time to their 
upbringing. Two big dogs running around would 
attack almost anything .. . . 

--- -----------------------------------------------------------------------� 
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ANCIENT WHALES, SEA SERPENTS AND 
NESSIES PART 2: THEORISING ON SURVIVAL 

Article Thre e  i n  a series  of S even bv 
Darren Naish 

· 

PfPerhaps there are acrodelphids still cruising the oceans_, zeuglodonts 
browsing m lakes, lochs and Jjords, the ancestors ofthese .in tropical rivers, 

and even some 'Jirst ancestors ' on their banks H. 01· (Fig. 1 ). 
Well, perhaps. As explained in the first part of their great size and apparent serpentifonnity. 
this article (2), extinct whales have long been Interpretations that initially lead to tlieir treatment 
bought 'back to life' by those seeking to explain as such, as shown in the first part of this article .. 
the tdentities of various aquatic cry_ptids, and it are certainly incorrect Furthermore, a realistic 
remains for me here to review the instances case that these animals survived anywhere near 
where extinct whales of all kinds have been recent times cannot be reconstructed: these 
resurrected in the litecature. The. issues here are I animals aren 't coelacanths (and with regard to the 
broad, and this is but an introduction. \ survival of l&:ge ancient vertebrates, liri.meria is 

' a  red hemng m any case, excuse the pun . .. ).  The 
To the cryptoz09logist archaeoc.etes fa� into ty.'O I facts remain, however, that 
groups - the gtant, lo� bodied basilosauryds I 1 People have reported large lono ("zeuglodonts'). and tlie small. seal hke I · . . . ' e­
protocetids ('pro-zeW!lodonts ' or 'pre.- 1 bodied, aquatic cryptids of apparent 
z�lodonts'). ffasilosaUrids have bee.n known I cetacean affinity. 
smce the 1 830s, and have always deserved 1 . . 
consideration in the cryptozoological literature - 2. Zoologists of all stnyes have s�cu lated 
however just or unjust that may be. - by virtue of I on archaeocete surviva and evolution. 

j ·  I . �Z: 
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A brief historical review. 

Heuvelmans m and Michell and Rickard <4)· have j Of course, !}le better known suggestio� regard�ng 
J>!UVided excellent reviews of the sea serpent , this report ts that. the. creature was a gtant sqUld . . 
tdentities that have been proposed within the last In, pow�ve.r. �s �� book ·�n �earcfi of 
couple of centuries. Archaeocetes _ or, more Pre.histonc Sur�wors . Shuk.er tmphes that he 
s ifically the redundant name for believes Egede s monster to be � archaooc�te 
!pCC_l ' lodo::.: <3>-:-::1---1 anks th too . The arguments for and agatnst a sqUld-�si osazu:us, Zcug n c t;.CU�y r up ere identity for this si�hting have been discussed in wtth. Ples10s•urus as a favounte sea monster the literature (see (lr)): I nave nothin2' new to add. can�date. Numerous examples can tl!us be To briefly introduce lake syrpenls (discussed 
provtded of instances where those pondenng the further below) an article published in 1982, and tdentity of an aq.uati�, long bodied cryptid have voicing the ophuons of Df, Roy Mackal, goes. a'5 
suggested that tt mtght acmaJ.ly have been a far as classifYing 'Ogop<?go' and other Canadtan 
swviving basilosaur. Basilosaurus, thus finds lake . mo�wers as 'related to Basilosa urus 
itself amongst those o�anisms so mistakenly �et01d� ' : Needles� to say, �e _accompany1pg 
beloved of cryptozoologtsts, the 'living fossils . tll�tration ts of a furiously wnggling, serpentine 
At its most extreme case. this scenario results in bastlosaur. resurr�tion o� Ba_silosaurus_ itself. In what i� Recognising that modern sea serpents aren't essentially a stmplified re-wnte of Heuvelmans exact copies of this Eocene animal, Reuvelmans monumental 1968 to�e 'In the. wake. of the Sea 

I 
was most influential in suggesting that modem Serpents',  McEwan ( > s ests tpat some sea- sea serpents are very much modified descendants serpents sound �o much �e Basilosawus as .to of early whales (a sen'5ible decision. 2'iven the actUally be Basilosaurus. His most controversial 36 million years of missing time). Well known. idea, y� hardly commented on as far as I am I and deservedly so, _ amongst cryptozoologists aware. ts that the creature seen by Hans Egede off I today is the conclusiOn of Heuvefmans that the 

Greenland in 1734 was a rearing basilosaur! 1 very· much disparate morphologies reported in 

Fig .  2 :  l a )  Ae l �a n ' s  ce.t ace9,n ce nt ip�Qe , referred to i n  ear l i e r  
accou nts as the  many fmne d as e nv 1s 1oned  b y  He u ve l m an s . (b) 

Many- h u m pe d  se a-se rpe nt . Al l i h �e e  c�aracte<ts to sc<��eJ . (a )  a n d {b) 
are based o n  I l l ustrat iOns m refs > and  · 



'sea serpent ' siehtings are the result of the 
presence of a iiumoer of species of marine 
cryptids. and of the nine forms that Heuvelmans 
recognised he deemed three. to be modern-dav 
archa�.ocetes. Of these. t�e _'Cetecean. Centipede' 
("Cet10scolo�dra aelzaru '  1 VJ.). IS a truly 
remarkable whale: equipped with numerous small 
lateral fins and an extensive covering of 
�mented bon)' plates . (Fig. 2a). Second is 
<�.any-humped ('PlurigibbOsus novaea Iiae' < '), the arumal mostly responsible for si:ftit;tgs 
of lmes of humps (fig. 2b) - this spe.cies being 
particular�y famous for the spate of stghtings that 
occurred m Gloucester Bay, Massachusets, m and 
around 1817.  I shall discuss the third form later in this article. 

Enter Lake Monsters as Basilosaurs. 

Both of Heuvelmans ' animals, as do archaeocetes 
and all other whales, lack a neck of any 
significant le11e,oth: in fact anY. creature described 
as havip.g a long_ neck certainly cannot be any type of whale. This is relevant because it has 
often been sugges�ed that the Lake Champlain 
monster, 'Champ', ts an Archaeocete. The Sandra 
Mansi photograph, however. taken in 1977, 
clearly depicts a plesiosaur type creature {fig. 3a). 
Tbe:re.fore, 'Cbalhp' is no wfiale and netther are 
other lake monsters or se.a-serpents with definite. 
long necks. Paradoxically ( for me.. anyhow). 
Mackal has sugg�te\\ th¥] Mansi's photograph 1s 
of a Basilosaur 1 ) ( > 1 >· This is an extremely 
odd conviction - it is hard to imagine a large 
aquatic animal more different from a basilosaur 
than the. object in the Mansi photofaph. Basing 
my opinion� on this Q!totograph, . vehemently 
oppose nottons of Cbamp-as-basilosaur. The 
story doesn't end there . . .  
'Champ' has been made whale-like in at least one other mstance: it has been propose-d that the Mansi photograph actually depicts the fin of a 
small wbiile: Humpbacks (Megaptera 
novaeaJlgliae) are the only whales - if not the 
only animals - with fins anythi!}g like the object 
in the Mansi photograph. Even there. the rc.semblance is poor as a numpback 's fins do not 
bend over sharply at the tip (tfiey are too stiff). Is 
it likely, in any case, that there are humpback 
whales m Lake Cbamplain? The idea that land­
locked marine cetaceans may have contributed to, 
or be r�pons}b.le for, lake �onster�.�jghtings, is as 
appealmg as tt ts unsubstanttated. ( · 

'Champ' and a few of its cousins may not be the 
subjects of this article but other lake monsters are.. Individual eye-witness accounts will not be 
referre.d. to in this article be.cause they would take 
up �uch space (please consult dhT !WlW), e.g. � tu we must consider a kw sightings to 

I V.'ltness the imp<?sition of archaeocetes welf into 
the cryptozoological Hall of Fame. 

To rut it another way, the idea that lacustrine as 
wel as oceanic archaeocete.s still form an 
excitip.g part of our fauna is augm�nted . by 
eyewitness accounts. The arguments aeat�t this possibil ity I have presented previousfy I- but in theorv some of the odds are hi2h: in less than 
thirtv- million years at le.ast five other whale 
families have adapted to freshwater life and even 
marine whales can tolerate freshwater conditions. 
Versatile, uns�ialised whales can be modelled 
for aquatic life. in any number of environmen�_. and this might be a reason for the success mey 
seem to enjoy in cryptozoologY. - at the theoretical level of course. A possibility seems to 
exist that smooth backed 'rolling ' lake monsters 
are whales. but aren 't archaeocete. Maybe we still . have yet to learn abou\0)some new type of 
clustvc freshwater cctaccan. < · 

a 

I �  
b 

I Fig. 3: (a) a diagrammatic 
representation of the 

plesiosaur -like ob�ct appearing in the 
photograph taken by 

Sandra Mansi on her visit to Lake 
Champlain in July 1 977. (b) the exceedingly whale-like tail of 

Ogopqgo' as sketched by Mrs. B. 
Clarke in 1 974. Please refer to text. (b) is copied from Clark's sketch which 

is reproduced in ref. ( 1 9). 

'-- ··�--------·------------___j 



Whales with body armouL.. 

But f�r the . an:;ttomical impossibili ty of serpentlform wngglmg, long bodied basilosaurs 
fit rather welt the sea-serpent accounts given in 
the texts. McEwan even went as far as showing 
that the dark upper and white underparts of some 
many-hum.pe4 sea-serpents were consistent with 
a c.etacean identicy, and cons equently _ both 
Basdosaurus, and tlie 'many-humped' (wbich he 
calles 'm�ti-.hwnped', incidentally ) are restored �m his l:xxJk (fig 4). 

' Not only for many-humped, but also for other sea 
serpen�. however �ere exist yet more 
anatormcal hurdles, If they are to achieve 
whaledom. 

FIG. 4: McEwan's attempt to make: 
(a) Basi losaurus look l ike 

a many-humped, 
and 

(b) many-h�.:Jmped look l ike a 
Bastlosaurus . 

Both after McEwan in <6). 

pe.rmal �our _ might seem a feature utterly 
mcompatible wtth a cetacean identity but 
Heuve1mans and others have consistently referred 
to . the �cutes found in associatJ.on with 
b�losaund skeletons. and for a loJ!g time 
belie.ved to be a primitive feature widespread 
amongst early whales. Some authors have even 
suggested tliat the tubercules found on the 
leading �e of the .d<?�l . fin of !}le Black 
Porp<nse !r:nufoena sp�mpmms) are relicts of this 
annour (e.g ,). What \\elav.v Of early cetaceans has �- a brig way in recent decades though. 
provmg these assertions incorrect. It is now well 
known that the scutes sometimes found in 
association with archaeocete skeletons are 
actually from early leatherback turtles -
archaeocetes, like living whales did not have any 
kind of bony armour at all. There is no evidence 
that the tubercules on the Black Porpoise are 
deg e nera te remnan ts o f  earl i er 

s tructures, or retaine.d at all from any ancient ancestors: t:ather �ey represent a recently 
evolve.d oddity of this spe.cies (these are called 
ne�rnorphs ). · 

The exist�ce of armour in archaeocetes was 
referred to tn the. cryptozoological literature for 
longer than anyythere else - palaeozoologists had 
cast strong douSVl on the extstence of if as to� 
ago . as 1936. . . Seemingly, while 'armour 
contlnu� as tt does, to be felx.:llte-d on sea 
serpents, 1t �ed i.n e.ven neater With a proposed. 
archae.ocete tdentlty. 

Here we fi.nd the explanation for the �uliar 
armour-platmg that covers the dorsal surface of 
He�velrilans' 'Ceti.oscolo�dra ': his evolved 
bastlosaurs have g<?ne so far with their dermal 
s<:ut� as to be totally encased in a ri_gid suit of it �imil;u�y, b� and scales on the flanks of 
Plungtbbosus have been explained as retained 

armour scutes, an� likewise. for freshwater 
serpents: on the basis of its amphibious habits 
and armoure� ba�k, Heuvelmans proposed an 
ar�haeocetf....2ldenbcy . for . the .Soutb American 
Minhocao · That this arumal IS also a burrower 
that allegydly _grabs livestock from beneath the 
!3�und (It also has small 'horns '). should 
a_qnonstrate beyond doubt that it is nori-cetacean . . 
Yfhi.J.e. it is certainly evident, therefore that there 
ts no reason to � armour in a '  basilosaur 
�escen�b this does . not make it an 
rmp_ossibility. The porpotses cited above have 
evolved theti own denilal s.cutes, and it is well 
known that ground sloths and some other 
mammals have too. So this entire area of 
reas�� is somethine of a straw man! Even so, 
you still need the evolv.ed basilosaw- before y�m 
can have the neomorphic dermal scutes upon I ts  
back. 

Tale of a whale' s  tail. 
One . of the lake J?l<?DSters . most likely to be 
constdered as a survtvtng bastlosaur is 'Ogopo_go' 
of 4ke Okanagan in British Colwnoia. 
Someb.mes. 'OgoQOgo' is described as having 
·�wtiple dorsal fins' or some other form of 
spmal ornamentation. This indicates that what the 
witnesses saw was a giant s �ron (an issue far too complex and controversial for me � remru:k 
�pon ht:re). Giant camjv?J£,us eels <2 , and a 
liuge nver otter', - · have also been 

suggested as the identity behind 'Ogopogo' but 
as. we shall see� these animals do not co�late 
With the morphmogy reported in sightings. 
Amongst the North American lake monsters that 
�ack. the �ermal scales of sturgeons, those with 
whiskers or manes are evidently non cetacean too. Interesti ngly, these forms are often 



t hose exhibiting definite. humps. However. 
smoo� backe-d monsters resembling long. black 
eels <- and exhibitin$ other whale-like fe.atures 
tallY. far better. In 19 t4 , while swimming toward 
a raft in L.ake Okanagan, Mrs. B. C1arke. saw, and 
was actually bum_ped into by an anj._mal that she 
estimated as 2 5-30 feet long. - Strongly 
suggesting that this animal was of cetace.an 
nature is her description of its tail: 
" .•• Ji:Jrk.cd and horizontal like a whales '". (Fig. 
3b). 

It is J?erhaps, fair judgement that any aquatic 
czyptio with a horizontal. bifid tail be regaroed a 
whale-like form. But ·things would be less 
interesting if they were that simple. Horizontal 
cetacean-style fluked tails have also been 
reJ>9rted in lake monste�t also dis_plav humP.S 
and cranial aPJ>e!ldages. l J. (Fig.Sa). Basing their 
conclusions on the photographS taken in 1937 of 
the Naden Harbour juvenile Cadborosa WllS (a 
32 me.tre. long individual retrieved from the 
stomach of a sperm whale) Bousfield and 
LeBlond have recently discussed and illustrated 
horizontal fluke-like Jippendru!es on the tail of Cadborosaurus also. . (Fig 5b). They conclude 
$it e.ach 'fluke' is actually a degenerate hind 
limb, after comparing those elements visible in 
the photographSC\2 With those of a Triassic 
pachypleurosaur. - >. 

Fig. 5: (a) The humped creature 
seen in Lake Brompton, 

(Quebec) in 1 976 by Mrs P. 
Robitail le. Th is sketcti is based 
on hers, of which two versions 

ap�ar on p.95 of ref. <30> . 
(b). Cadborosaurus as restored in  (31 ). 

They cons eq_uently term the structure a "T� l 
'pseudo ' rlulce.'' . Interestimdy . Heuvelmans, ' ' ·  
drew si�lar cpnclusions forwhat he. calfsd the 
'false tail '  of his Me.rhorse 'Halshippus ', 1 J. - in 
fact, as his creature mav, in at least some cases, be 
the same as Cadborosaurus , he has drawn the ' 
same conclusions regarding fluke anatomx as have 
Bousfield and Le-Blond. It is posstble that 
Heuvelmans' comments reEarding this structure in 1 
'Halshippus ', were at feast mspired hy his 
allocation of this form to the Pinnepedia cm. .. but 
then that's another stozy! 

It is therefore evident that a 'whale tail' is not 
unique to Cetacea: it may be characteristic of both 
serpentine and humped lake se!J?ents; and the marine c.adborosaurus too. Tliis IS hardly 
surprjsing: there are only so man_y ways a 
vertebrate can adapt its body tor aquatic 
locomotion. Notably, non mammalian aquatic 
vertebrates have never evolved horizontal tail 
flukes, and that this design occurs in the Cij'ptids 
disc\¥)seg4 above strongly implie.s manunhlian 
affinity. ( ). 

Lacustrine basilosaurs far and wide 

Judging b): descriPtions, the monste-r of Montana 's ; 
enormous Lake Flathe.ad could well be considered an archaeocete (and one that must be cold adapr£� because this lake. is fe.d by glacial meltwater ! ) ' · 

as could the rather aggressive Marakopa River 
monster �om Wellin�ton Province m New 
Zealand. · 'Wini�go of Manitoba, and other 
'long, dark. sinuo� 6easts sighted as far e.ast as 
New Brunswick' - · have long been interpreted , 
similarly. In the news recently is the monster of 
Lake V an. Turke-y : on the basis of its elongate h<?dY �nd · do�al fins, Shuker J;las sug�ested that 
this am mal rmght also be. a bastlosaur t-'b) . As this 
beast has horns or ears. and is somewhat haizy, it's 
hard to accept this - it re.minds me of the non 
dtscusse-<1 above '""'', but conhismgfy tf' combines 
the s�ntine morohology ana the cranial 
appendages of what I consioer to be two differe-nt 
types. 

Note however that certain lake monsters, 
'Qgopogo' included, are describe-d as having 
'alllgator' heads. As we can see in the 
BaSI1osaurus reconstruction (figs. la and 6 in_part 
1 of this article)t. this is a fair description otthe 
long jaweQ., smau eyed head of a basilosaur (and 
l<><?k at . fig.8). Cre.a� attributed with both 
alligatonne and serpentme features (and without 
dorsal scales) from certain Canadian lakes could 
even be seen as lake dwelli02: basilosaurs too 
except in some cases the animafS are quite small . i 
can understand it bei:.ng irresistible to speculate 
that we might be de.aling with dwart� forms, 



adapted to the lean conditions of smaller bodies of 
water. Mini lake monsters that I call Horse eels 

I ('wate.r horses ' and 'peistes ' are amonR their local 
names) hav.fo also been reported from �small lake.s 

I in Ireland. ( >. In some descriptions these animals 
: more than suggest a hint of cefacean. They are also 
: ca_pable of clumsY. movement on land hence their 
I 

often overnight ilisappearances, and it is worth 
notin2 that terrestrial locomotion has been thought 

1 possiole in basilosaurs by some workers - tho�h a I 90nsen�� . nowadays would regard it as a blatant 
1 unposSJbility. 
I Important here. is that most lake. monsters, 
1 howev�f\ have become woven into local culture 

I 

and fowore mfcuring and confusing zoological 
identities (see .). As is also widespread amongst 
cryptozoological entities, it is very likely thaf a 
number of 'lake monsters ' are composites: many I of these bodies of water are very large and very i �ctive. It is thus extremely reasonable, in W� 

! opinion. to argue that animals like lar2e eels < > 
1 may live alongside the two cryptic wbale-tailed 
i forms: the serpentine animals and the. humped 
• be3Sts, both of which we are concerned with here. 
I. It is unfortunate that any creature seen to appear 
I above the surface is dubbed a 'lake monster , but 
1 such is the. vicious circle of publicity. 

I 
I 
I 

Fig.  6: (a) Swimming serpent 
image tnat can be seen on 

Inscription Rock, Agawa, Lake 
Superior. Compare this with 

(b) , an att�m pt made by cetologist 
ShJper at restonng 

Basilosaurus. (a) is from a 
photograph that first appeared 

in Conway ( 43) , and can also be 
seen on p. 1 71 of ref. <30>. 

(b) after Sl ijper in <44>. 

Were basilosaurs truly the. wriggly serpentine 1 

be.asts the):' were once portrayed as. evidence that 
they may have played a part in the formation of 
ancient lake monster legends could be the 
Amerindian ·swimming serpent' images that can 
be seen on Inscription Rock at Agawa, Lake 
Superior (fig.  6a). 
I was amazed at the resemblance between the form 
of these images and the old reconstructions of 
wri_gglin_g bastlosaurs, such as that published by 
SliJper m 1962 (fig. 6b). Elem�ts of folklore, 
stylised representatlo� of rea:I amm�s,.. or early 
attempts at reconstructmg fossil remams t There 1s 
no way tO ever know. ln 199 1 .  Michael Sword 
considered at length the zoological identity that 
might be behind the Sisuitl, a large, serpentine, 
alligator-headed, sea serp_ent featured on the 
totemic cres� of Pacilic Northwest Coast 
Amerindians c ). Like several aquatic cryptids we 
have already seen, this form combines cetacean 
characteristics with cranial horns. 

The resurrection of Eocene 
protocetids. 

As mentioned at the beginning of this article. 
several different o/pes or extinct whale are now 
metaphorically under the cryptozoological 
blanlCet ' .  While Basilosaurus may well win pride 
of place in standard texts, the au�e.strai protocetids 
usUally get a mention too < ). Perhaps most 
imQQrtant of such considerations are the writings 
of Reuvelmans ' with regard to the i denti!)' of liis 
third evolved archaeocete: 'super otter' .  Gi�j_gn the 
nam.e. 'Hyperbydca. egedei ' by Heuvelmans c >. this 
is an.Arcuc Oce.an marine mammal reaching thircy 
or so metres in length (fi_g. 7).  'Was an Arctic 
Ocean marine m8mmal' mig� be more 
appropriate, for sightings have not been reported 
smce 1 848. 
Accounts reveal that 'Hyperbydra ' had a sinuous. 
flexible, spine, a very lo1_1g body, a small, blunt 
head, and two pairs of limbs. With certain of these 
features in nund, an archaeocete identity has 
therefore been superin}posed and, as it has four 
limbs, descent awax fiom the basilosaurids has 

I 

been so�ht. Heuvelmans, and the authors who 
followed · therefore chose protocetids as such 
ancestors. If ·s  were so, 'Hyperhydra' would be a 

. drastically modified one: not only have these 
f4ev have c�Red from a relativ�lv stiff-bodie,L 

truncated design to an extremely elongate, 
serpentine one. ""It is not my business to demolish 
such reasoning_, for, in a hyQQthetical, unknown 
evolutionary lineage, litera.J.ly an�_g can 
happen. As theY. stand however, �tocetidS make 
P:OOr models for 'HYP._erbydra ancestors. As 
shown in the first part of this article, the idea that 
arch.aeocete whales could wriggle in the horizontal 

----- ------ --------------------------' 



Fig_. 7: 'Super-Otter' ( ' Hyperhydra' ) ,  as  restored under the direction of 
Heuvelri:tans. Man and protocetid to scale. After illustration in ( l l J. 

I 
plane is essentially a myth not borne out by 
structural and functional analyse-s . For a while, tt 
was thought that thMe were long bodied, 
serpentine protocetids. ( . but such intet�etations 
are now kriown to have been in error - all known 
protocctids arc relatively short-bodied. seal-like 

! mammals. There is no evidence for a trend I towards s crpcntiformity , thus ahypothctical 

I 
protocetid - 'HJpel:bydra ' linea,.ge. c�ot be. 
sup rte.d. And agam we. are. race{} With the. problem of missing fossils. for the last known 
protocetids4.rrwam m Egyptian seas 38 million 

I years ago. ( >. 
I 

I 

The crux of the pro-protocetid lobby. is the fact 
that four limbs are present in these modern sea­
se-rpents. Small hin(:f-lJm.bs were ret?Qrted in a 
basdosawid in 1990 49 , and probably existed 
thro�hout this grqup < > - some cetologists now 
think that hind hmbs were retaing� by tlie earliest 
odontocetes and mysticetes too. . This fact, the 
widespread presence of hind limbs in whales other than _ pro�etids, therefore invalidates any specil:l-1 
const3erat1on of protocettds as ' Hyp e r  hyd r a · 

ancestors. Shuker (TI. therefore offered : 
basilosaurids as the closest relatives of 
'Hyperhydra' .  Of course, as I have previously 
attempted to demonstrate. the case for basilosaurid 
survival and post-Eocene evolution is too bad for 
this to be. offered as an alternative .  

A'i they say , e.ve.ryonc's a sceptic: unfortunately. 
we. are. far from sure if these creatures twer existe.d 

I in the first place. 

But in the light of evidence, no matter how , 
m�re, what can the cryptozoologist do but I 
explore possibilities? I 

I 
It is, �erhaps ironic that the best evidence of anv I 
crypti(:f considered to be an archaoocete. is of a 11 
relatively modest fresh-water animal from an 
islartd in the South Pacific. The story behind the 11 
'migo' of New Britain's Lake Dakataua will now be quite familiar to A&M readers, and I do not 
need to repeat it here - an analY,�hs is in progress l 
and will be presented elsewhere (_ . At last, a firm 1 
footing on which to explore possibilities. i 

j 
I I ----·-- - -·------- - ---------------------------' 



Fii!. 8 :  The vaguely crocodilian skull of an Eocene basilosaur, Basilosa urus .... isis. Skulls such as this one are typically around 1 OOcm in length. 
Photograph D.Nrush. © 
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I SPOTTING CATS WITH SPOTS 
In n:cent yean5 there have bee.n a numbe-r o f  instances o f  mysterious spotted cats bting shot by farmers 
and 'sportsmen· in the. UK.  Many of these. have been identified a� specimens of the Asian Leopard Cat 
(F. bengalensis), but recent advances in the pet keeping world have also produced spotted cat;;,. �1rs 1 
Anita Cox. a breeder of such animals and vete.ran zoologist and zoo keeper Clinton Keeling de.scribe 
the two crearures. They bold radically opposing vieY..-points on the matter. At the Centre for Fortean 

Zoology we are remaining steadfastly neutral. but invite further comments from people on both sides of 
the metaphorical fence: 

THE BENGAL CAT 
by A n i t a  C o x  

An attempt by breeders initially in the U.S.A. to crossing domestic queens with the Asian leopard 
duplicate as far as possible. the luxurious beauty of cat. The aim being to get eventually a wild replica 
the small wild Astan leopard cat (F. bengalensis), but with gentle domestic temperament. 
Ben�als are therefore hybrids. the result of -. dome�tic queens with the Asian leopard 

....... -11!!!"1� 

A BENGAL CAT. BRED AND PHOTOGRAPHED BY MRS ANITA COX 
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unless it has been raised with them. The first 
�eneration males from this outcross. bein� 
liybrid'l. are always sterile. 

-

The. spotting patterns on kittens seems to flow 
hori zontallY. is well define{i and can be lar�e 
spot'l. and· even rosettes . Good e.xample.s of the 
breeds have pelts rather than coats. the fur bein� 
short but very plush and like silk: sometimes one getr;; gold dusting on the tips of the hair. These 
hybrids tend to be larger then most domestic cats, 
vtgorously heathy but as yet there is much 
variation in the type especially the. head and ear 
shape. They ador� playing in water, are quite vocru, some soundmg qmte raspy and gutturaf. At 
prc.sent, bree.ders are attem�tlng to mate these 
hybrids back to Asian leoparo cats to increase the 
gene pool and better fix the gorgeous pelts and 
oth� �ttributes whilst at all times essaying to 
IlliUiltrun sweetness of temperament. 

THE LEOPARD CAT 
(Felis bengaleusis) 
by Clinton Keeling . 

The leopard cat is one of the smaller of the thirty­
seven or so species of Cats. so therefore i t 's a 
subject the zoologist or naturalist dre.ads writing 
abciut. Yes. these and other creatures such as most 
Mongooses, many rodents, the majority of 
Pheasant species-and so on, for the very sunple. 
reason therr behaviour is so unremarkable that 
the.re "s precious little to say about them. 

Most of the smaller Cats just sle.ep by dav in rock 
crevices or in hollow trees. come out a( night to 
rre.v on small manunals and birds and then. when 
the.sun comes up. go back to sleep a�?ain. So try to 
v.Tite intere.s tin2'1V about such antmals if you v.rill. 
or can. Talk abOut see.kin� to make bricks without 
straw. . . 

� 

However, I 've been ar;;ked for an article about the 
Leopard Cat, so devoti on to dutx compds me. to 
see what I can do - alth<:)Ugh aon' t  expect too 
much, as there ·s l'retty httfe that's out of the 
ordinary to hold forth about where it's concerned. 

As it's found over a vast area - from India. Assam 
and Burma. to China. and out as far '  as the 
Philippines, then southwards to the Malay 
Peninsular and a numbe.r of islands - there's bound 
to be a considerable degre.e. of geographical colour 
variation, but what niight be termed a typical 
pe.cimen is about the size of a domestic Cat with 
short. smooth fur: the. ears are rather pointed and 
the eye greyish-yellow : the ground colour is 
brownish-yellow, with white on the cheeks, and 
liberally streaked and spotted with dark-brown and 
black . In m any s p e c t mens the markings form 

almost a dorsal line. and almost invariably the tail 
is banded . 

· 

The first · Britis h ·  specimen. of whic h \Ve have 
proof ( i .e  . .  some earlier ones in menageries or 
pri vatelv-<Jwned mi�ht have gone unrecorded) arrived ·at the London Zoologic31 Garden in UtB. 
and just bv chance it turned out to be a verv v.'ild 
and unfri e.itdlv (probably nervous) indi vidual that 
resiste{i �ll �ftemptr;; by itr;; keerers to ge-� on g00d 
terms v..1th 1t. Consequently tliis one arumal oave 
the species its earli er reputation for hostility. if not 
downright feroci ty, wliich we now know ' to be 
guite unjustified. The fact remains, however. that 
in the wild it frequents forested regions and. 
preferring the seclusion they prov1de. is inclined to 
avoid human villages and other settkments, unlike 
other wild Cat<> .  

As I said earlier, there's precious little that's out of 
the ordinary about the Leopard Cat but note well 
that I didn 't sav there was nothing out of the 
�rdinary about it - as a scientist. I don 't us� word<; 
h�htlv. In fact there are two pomts about 11 worth 
reporting here.. 

. 

First over recent ve.ars there·s been a considerable 
amount of crossin� or hybri dising it  with the 
ordinarv domesti c Cat - for re.asons known only to the Afmighty and those who produce tfH'\"� 
violations of nature. Like all serious natural i sts I 
greatly disapprove' of this practice' and forsee 
Yarious problems to come in the future . Mark My 
words. 
Then, we. come upon a re.al mystery that will 
probably never be explained. and which in a way lifts the Leopard Cat out of its be-havioural 
doldrums and P.laces it in a category (not intende{i 
as a pun) all of its own. 

In e:very . species what _is. known as the 'tvpe 
spec1men · ts the first mdtv1dual to be observed. or 
collected and scienti fically described . Fine. so 
what about the type specimen of our subject? 
Simply that it was found swimmin�, miles from 
the ne.arest land. in the Bav of Benial - henc e its 
sci entific name. as 'ensis " in such-nomenclature 
means 'from ' .  There's doubtless an interesting 
story as to how this sitwttion (I suppose if I were a 
trendy I ' d  say 'scenario ' ) came about, but it will 
forever remrun one of Nature ' s many unsol ved 
puzzles. 

· 

EDITOR'S NOT..ES.;_ 
1 .  For a listing of at\ Leopard Cats (and specimens of 
other species killed or captured) in the UK co nsult the 
paper by Dr. t<arl P.N.Shuker i n  Fortean Studies 
Vol ume 2.  
2. As regular readers wj.ll-'"" know. w e  are presently 
engaged in a study of the Fortean Zoology of Hong 
Kong, �nd it �y be of interest to note t�t the Leop�rd 



Cat is the o nly endemic cat species still l ivina in the 
territory. lt is also worth noti na that o n  at least o ne 
occasion in our records a natural (rather than artific ially contrived) cross-breedi ng between this species and a 

. 
domestiC cat has taken pTace , in Hong-Ko n g .  

3. The .taxonomy of t h e  species i s  al so controversial.  
'M11Ist . 1 t  was described as Felis benga/ens1s many 
zoo�<?glsts place 1t, and four other species of Asian wild cat 1n  a seperate genus: Prionailurus, making the 
nomenclature for th1s specis P.bengalensis. Richard 
Green (1 991 )  lists eleven sub-species. 

! � 
� 
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� Scottish News from 
j©m Mcdi�1ill 

November 24th 1995 saw the introduction of the ; deer bill. designed to give a goverment qu�go 
, compulsary powers to cull re.d deer, spe-e 1ally 
. hinds. 

:There has be.en a massive. increase in the herds, 
. now numbering 350.000. the largest figure since 
i 1945. ln those days it wa'S due to stalkers bei� 
1 recruited as sniPers in the infantry. to-days 
! problems are put down to mis-management. An 
! estimated cull of 100,000 is thought necessary to j rc.dress the balance. of deer to acreage. The new 
; law would allow all terrain vehicals and 
I helicopters to drive the herds toward the "killing 
1 ground.,". This was the. me.thod used a�ainst the. 
1 mustang herds in the mid-west untJl public 
! pressure stopped it.Animal concern claim the 
! existing birth control eellet to be both more l effective and less contenuous. 

: At present a red stag costs around £ 800 for the 

stalk. servic es of a ghi lli e etc .  

: Add <?�  ac�omodation. transport, clothing. 
. run�� lton: rur far�s (most shooters are foreign) 
. and 1t ts  a Sizeable. mdustry . If he · s su�.:cessful the 
1 shooter pays £300 for the head and the estate 
· k�eps the meat worth £ 1 50. The hind. havin� 
1 Vt�·dt): n0 trop�y value, is worth £90. Mean bod)· 

wetght ts down m most herds and in some areas 
st2.rv_atio� is rife. Only the remoteness from the 
public. vtew has stopped a national protest. As 
thet:e �s no political mileage involved (how many 
soct altsts have rural/highland seats?) the bill would 
seem to have a free passage to legislation. 

Tayside police, �onvinced by a score of si�htings 
over the _ last fnx�en months, are collattng all 
re.Jevant mformatJon to establish a pattern of 
m?vements and population. Their wildlife officer 
sat d most reports were of a · Black Panther' 
type: 
" . .  �th all these pe<?ple phoning in sayi111! they are 
seemg a large fdme (sic), the la w of a verages 
ur.ans dle:re proba bly is a large feline. (sic)" . .  
"Eh? Ed .) . 

E.xamined sheep kills apparently rule out dogs or 
foxes as: 

"\.Uiatever did it bad quite a bit of power behll1d 
it''. 
Senior zoology lecturer at Dundee University, Dr. 
John Reilly, howe.ver, is "very sceptical", despite 
one cat appearing in someone's  back garden and 
another (or perhaps the san1e animal), se.en 
strollin2' the Esplanade. at Bro1!2'htv Fe.m'. No date 
is obtainable for this last inctdent_ but the only 
possible for explanation for a big cat to venture 
mto a densely populated built up area J ike this 
would be if 1t Iie-ard the seal pu\'s which lie up 
there in some numbers at low ttde. If true this 
would make an interesting addition to a fe.lid diet 

N. B. Dr. Reilly recently rerurned n·om the Congo 
where he: was studying d\varf crocodiles (of which 
be is inordiJ.Ia tcly fOnd) in the course of Mlicb b� 

saved the life of a German colleague with an 
i.nfucted toot, u&ng a cigarette lighter and a razor 

blade. 

=�}= 



THE 'PREDICTED ' MOTH OF MADAGASCAR · 

AN ILL-KNOWN SUCCES S OF 

CRYPTOZOOLOGY. 

by 
I Michel Raynal l Cryptozoolo� is not only interested in giant I "The poliinia MJuld not be Vvithdra wn until some r 

1 unknown arumals, as misinformed people (including buge moth, with a MJnderfully long proboscis, tried i 
1 some cryptozoologists) believe. Of course, livimg 1 to drain tl1e last drop. If sucl1 great m:>tlls were to 1 
r brontosaurs . strike our ima�ination, but li�e 1 become extinct in M.adag�scar, assuredly t11e 1 

unknown arumals should not be neglected (and m j Angraecum "MJuld become extinct "  
fact their existance is often much more likely than 1 • 

these "monsters"). Interestingly, one of the most I In a letter published in the June 12. 1 873. issue. of i 
remarkable victories of a true cryptzoological mind, I Nature, W . A  Forbes asked if readers were aware of ! 
concerns a very Jjttle animal - a  moth� - though it is i such moths jn Madagascar. and he proposed an , 
unknov.-n to most cryptozoologists. . .  r identification: 
In 1 862. the famous naturalist Charl e.s Druwin 

1 published a book on the evolutionary biology of 
orchids. ·on the various contrivances bv which 

\ Briti.c;ll and foreign Orchids are fertilised l>y 
insects '. Studying the angraecoids, he remarked that 

1 they were pollinisated by specific insects. One of 
· these orchicb from Madagascar, .Angraecum 

sesquipedale. had nectaries eleven and a half inches 
' long. with only the lower inch and a hal f tilled with 

nectar. From the structure of this orchid. Darwin / "predicted" the existence of an unknown moth: . 

"It is. bowever. suprising that any insect sbould be 
1 able to rc-.ach the nectar: our Engli:slz :splzizw:.s lza vt: 

probosces as long as their bodtes: but in 
, Madaeascar tl1ere must be moths \vitb probosces 

capa b1e of e.\tention to a length ofbetween ten and 
ele\'en inches!"  

i Darwin then made an experiment . He took a 
r cylinder. one-tenth of an mch in diameter. and 
: pushe.d it down through the. cleft of the rostrellum: 
I ; "By tlzis me.ans alone I succeeded in each case in 

witbdra v.ring the pollinia : and it caMot, I tlunk. be 

"They would probably be Sphif!-gidae o( som_e kind. 1 as no other nnths would combme suffcrent size and 
lengtll of proboscis". 

Herman Muller, in the July 17 issue of the same 
year, mentioned that his brother had caught in Brazil 
a sphinx: 

"the proboscis of which llas a length of about 0.25 : 
metres", : 
demonstrating that Darwin's moth was not at all , 
impossible. 
In the second edition of his book ( 1 877). the. 'Father 1 
of Natural Selection' remarked: ! 

"This belief of mine l1as been zidic uled by some , 
entozllt::logists . . but we K!zow /Tom F1�tz Mf!ller tlza t i 
there JS a sphinx-moth u1 soutl1 Brazil whid1 ha s a 1 
J?roboscis of nearly sufliciant lenght, for when dried 1 
zt was between ten and eleven incl1e.s long. When not I 
protruded it is coile.d up into a spiral of at least I 
twenty -v..indings . ... 

1 doubted that a large moth must thus act; namely, by Meanwhile, Alfred Russel Wallace, the 'Father of , 
' driving its proboscis up tu the �ry base. duough Biogco�aphy'. conmtc::ntcd at grr.atcr length on this 1 
' the deft of the rostrellun1 so as ro reach the orchid m his book ·Contributions To The Theory Of 1 
1 extremity of the nectary; and tllen 'Witl1dra wing its 

I 
Na tural Selection ' ( 1 87 1 ). and he came to the same I I probosczs with tile poilinia a tta ched to it " conclusion: ; 

1 This inse.ct. would. of c�mrse affe.ct the fertiliza�i?n . "I may he.ar mention chat some of the large sphinx : of th� orchid, and Darw� conc
_
luded \o the survw al r n.:>tliS of the tropics ha ve probosces as long as the I 

of this moth from ecologtcal evtdence.: 1 ne.ctary of Angraecum sesquipedale. I I1a ve carJUIIy : 
I r 



.... --· - --- ---·---

B I B L I OG RA P H Y .  
nl.'asurcd tilt' probo;:;ci::; of a specimen of Ma crosilia 
ducnliu.o; /= Cocytius duenliu,s} fi·om sout11 
Ank'ric.'l. . in tlle collections of t11e British museum, 
:wd find it eo be- nine inches ami a qua r1er long! 
Onc: fi·, ,m tropical Africa (Macrosilia tmrgani) [= 1 X1ut110pan morgani} is seven inclles and a balf[. . . ] 1 • • 1 Titat sud1 � moth exists in l'v!adagascar 

_
n

_
:Ja_v be � �GIE�, Natalte . 1 992 . ".fay be elu::i7Fe b[lt IIA.1tl1 i 

sa fdy pred1 cted; and naturalzst� wfio VIStl tha t  1 wzth 15 mch tongue should be out there. The New 1 
island sbould searcb ro� it with as nwcb confidence York Times (January 14) . ! 
as astronomers searching for the planet Neptune, I 
and I venture to preaJ.ct thev tt-ill be eqwlly . succe.ssful.' " • DARWIN, Charles. 1 862. On the Vanous ! 

. Contrivences by wbicll British and rorign Orchids I 
, Tiris remark alluded to German astronomer Galle, I are Fertilised by insects, and on the good effects ofi 

who had searched for, and found, Neptune, after . . . .. 'J 1 French mathematician Le. Venier pre�icte.d its I wter crossmg. London, John Murra) . t91 -�03. 1 
existence and position. from calculations on the I orb, i t of Uranuc;, then last known planet of .the solar I DAR�'IN Char

.
les. 1877. 'f!�e Variot_IS Contrivances ! S) �tem - a well- �o\vn case . m �e . history ?f bv which Orchids are fertilised bv msects. London 1 sct.ences, often mentJ.oned for 1ts stgruficance m 1 �� hn M ,. 1 6'}_ 166 � I e.ptstemology . · 0 urra) · - · 1 I 

And the idea of a close relation with the large I FORBES. W.A. 1 873. Fertilisa tion of Orchids. : 
sp�ngid of tropical �frica. Xa lltllopan morga�u. i Naturc. vol. 8: 12 1 .  which ha� a proboscts about 20cm, was qmte I judicious and prophetic . This "cryptolepidoptere" ! I 
was �ctually . f�und . and described 4 1  years after ! KRITSKY, Ge�e .

_ 
199 1 .  f?arwin <s Ma�gascan ) 

D�ms predtcllon: tt belol?-ge.d t? that very �pecte.s, 1 ha M<: mot11 predic1Jo11. Amen can Entomologtst, vol . 1 
but 1t was a new sub-specte.s, wtth �othsc�ld �d 1 37 [# 4]:206-2 t0 (winter) . i 
Jordon named Xanthopan more-am prae�1cta m . 1 
1 903. i .e. "predicted",which is �illy JUstified.This ! 1 
insect has a wing sp�n of 1 3 to _15. cm. of the colour MULLER, Hennan . 1 873. Pro!JI.Jsci.-; capa ble of! 
of a . dead leaf and 1ts proboscts ts actually 25 cm sucm1g t11e nectar of Angraecum sesquipedak i (ten mches) long. Nature vol .8 :223. I 
History seems to be repeating itself: American 1 1 
entomologist Gene Kirsty. of the Mount St Josephs I RAMSEY. Carl T. 1965 Dart-vin a nd du· st..<�r orchid 1 
of Ohio .col! e�e in cincinn�ti. resc�!IY made an I of Madagascar. American Orchid Society Bulletin, i 
hypothests smul� to Darwms predtc.tJ.on. Another .1 1 34: 10S6- 1062 (December). i �ladagascar orchid, Angraecum longzcalcar. has a vo · - · 

rostrellum still deeper then that of Asesquipe.da1e: I 1 about 16 inche.<s (40 cm) . Conse-quently. Gene Kirsty ROTHSCHILD. Waiter. & Car) JORDAN. 1 903. A 1 
predicted in �e Ammcan Entomologist of Wint� revision of dle Lepidopterous family Splungate. ( 
199 1 the extstence of another unknown lare-e m Lo d d A 1 b H ll w ts d 1 Madagascar, with a proboscis 1 5  i nche.') (3f cm) . n on an Y es ury, aze • a 'On an ! 
long! Let us hope that we \\ill not have to wait 4 L Vmey:30-32. l years before this new pre.dicted moth will be found. . .  1 

Front cover Photograph: The star 
WALLACE. Alfred Russel 1 871 .  Contributions to I 
the The.ory Of Na tural Selection. London. ! 
Macrnillan, 2nd e<lition:272-275. I orchid Angraecum sesquipedale and 

I the predicted moth Xantho�n morgani 
I 

WALLACE. A.R. 1 867 Creation by Ja w. Quarterly ! 
Journal of science, vol.4:470-488.  i ! praedicta . (Copyright Marcel 

I ! LECOUFLE). * * * * *  I I I 
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Of· Moose, Men and Monsters . 
h y  L a r s  T h o m a s  

About 400 km north of Stockholm in Svveden lies 
1 a mighty lake. So large in fact, that it just called 
1 Storsjon (The great lake). For many years this has 

been the Swedish equivalent of Loch Ness. the 
home of a lake monster known as Storsjoodjuret 
(fhe Great Lake Monster) . 

On an old runestone on the banks of the lake can 
be seen, what local legend calls the oldest 
depiction of the sea-monste-r. A long dragon-like 
arumal circling the stone, biting its own tail. 
Altholli!h the ima!!e is verv clear. the connection 
with the lake-monster is ai best far fetche-d. The 
animal is probably Jornrungandr, the Midgard 
snake of Nordic mythology, which encircled the 
world. 

The story of the Storsjo-monster starts in the 
1 890·s, v.:hen a serie.s of reports in local 
newspapers caught the attention of Dr. Pe.ter 
Olsson; a local naturalist and science teacher. 

S \\' e d e n  s h o \v i ng 
La k e  S to rsj o n  

He started collecting sightings and studying the. 
monster people. claimed they were seeing. The 
oldest sighting he was able to find was from 1 820, 
but later researchers found stories even older. An 
old legend, written down by a priest in 1 635 tells 
the story of two trolls creating the monster. which 
SUE:!!ests that the creature was well known even 
then. 

In 1 894 several wealthy local people made an 
effort to catch the monster. They had several large 
traps made, and hired a very experienced 
Norwegian whaler to catch the animal. The traps. 
which can be seen at the mlLseum in Ostersund at 
the lake. today, never caught anything, and the 
whaler spent an entire year at the. lake, without 
even seeing the monster. Since then there has been 
no further serious attempt to catch the animal. and 
in 1 986 the animal was declared a prote.cte-d 
species . 

The Storsjomonster is in many ways a typical lake­
monster. It has been vanously described as 
looking like. an upturne-d boat a string of hwnps, 
or like an animal with a lone thin ne.ck, and a 
small dog-like or a larger horse':.like. head. The size 
varies from 3 to 14 meters according to witnesses . 

In two very important aspects, the Storsjo-monster 
does vary strikingly from other lake monsters. It 
apparently prefers the very narrow parts of the lake 
close to the most populated areas, and it  has very 
large, prominent, white. or pale ears, compare-d b): 
some witnesses to sails. fins or bat wings. Not all 
sightings mention the ears, but those that do are all 
from late summer, or early autumn. Tllis is a rather 
strange coincidence. It could. however easily be 
explained if the lake-monsters with the white ears 
were swimming moose, and not lake monsters at 
all. 

In late summer and early autumn, the moose 
antlers are cle.an of ve.lvet, and look like large, pale 
fins. sails or bats wings. Most of the local 
eyewitnesses would probably say, that they know 
perfectly well what a moose looks like, after all 
there are plenty of moose in the woods around lake 
Storsjon. Exactly! What most people don't know, 
however, is the fact that moose are very strong 
and powerful swimmers. They can swim several 
miles. Every now and then an animal will even 
swim from Swede-n to Denmarlc. 



' At the narrowest part, this means a swim of at le.ast 
four kilome.\e.rs through very strong currents. The 
actual distance is probably eve.n larger. since the 
shortest distance is between two heavily populated 
areas that the moose would probably avoid. Moose are also good divers. They can dive to a depth of 
four or five metres. and stay down for one or two 
minutes, munching on aquatic plants. 

A good part of the sightings in the narrow parts of 
lake. Storsjon. and definitely the sightings of the 
lake-monsters with big ears, are probably nothing 
more than moose swimming from one lake-bank to 
the other. And, I have no doubt, scaring the life out 
of people in small boats or walking along the 
banks, when they suddenly appear from the depths 
of the lake, wet and shin. y, with bundles of 
aquatic plants hanging from their neck. or mouth. It 
is not swprising, that people do not recognise. a 
moose in a situation l ike that, and it is no s urprise 
either, that the moose sinks back into the water and 
disappears as quickly as possible. 
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The Derry 
by 

Sunila Sen-Gupta 

Editorial Note: Every culture on earth has 
created its OWl individual zoomythology, to 
fulfil !  a specific cultural function. Thes� 
functions a·re d iverse, and often subtle. and 1t 
is our belief that they deserve study as much 
as do the more tangible_ creatures in �e 
fortean zoological bestiary. Creatures hke 
The Brentford Griffin', for example ,  are a 
sociological zoomyth. They are . neither 
based on a specific cultural mythology from 
history, nor on a zoological reality, but are 
'real ' in sociological terms , and deserve 
study. 

lt is unwse, we believe, to assume that e�ch 
zoo-myth has its roots in a l iving, breathing 
cryptid ju st waiting to be d iscovered. Some 
zoomyths were created for spiritual. financial 
or even political reasons, and some •. l ike �e 
Swss 'Derry' have a more subtle soc1olog1cal 
function. 

Any reader W1o has ever w::>rked on a 
building site in Britain, as I did for a few 
months as a teenager, will be familiar with 
the ritual which takes place on the first 
morning of one's employment when the 
unwary are sent to the foreman' s office to 
collect a piece of mythical equipment cal led 
'a long weight'. 

There are several variants on this theme. In 
I Scotland, visiting foreigners h ave often been 

sent on a 'haggis hunt' .  h aving been told that 1 
the haggis is a mythical beast which lurks in 1 
the heather of the . local moorlands, and no 1 
doubt every other culture has its similar ! 
mechanism for expresinu cultural solidarity � 
by teasing outsiders 1n a light-hearted 
manner. Tile Derry is one of these zoomyths. 
lt is a 'creature' u nheard of outside 

I 
Swtzerland. and we are indebted to our 
Swss correspondent for enlightening us on 
the matter. . .  1 

! 
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THE BOARS ARE BACK IN TOWN 
ByNeilAndl 

Man has such an aggressive nature that it i s  no 
wonder so many animal specie:; have become 
extinct The larger animals. which once. lived in 
Brilain are long j?One, but now. e.ve.n small 
creature.') like rabbitS. foxes and badgers are killed. 

One might have thought that man would have 
changed his ways after wiping out the wolves but 
it seems as thou�h nothing can fully satisfy him. 
Even harmless ptgeona are fair-game .. 

The big cat') roaming Britain have put a bi t of 
danger back i nto a countrysi de which has almost 
forgotten what a large, dangerous creature looks 
like. It won 't be long, however. before man feels 
threate.ned and his red blooded instinct') tell him to 
kill . Maybe. however. a new cycle is beginning. 
Perhaps the out-of-place cre.ature.<; such as big cat<;, 
bears and poisonous inse.cts are emerging to bring 
our wildlife back to it') roots. There is no law 
which says that rural Britain should conlain only 
certain animals. Britain is a relatively small habitat 
but its lack of space does not put man at risk. It is 
the. animals themselves that are in danger. 

The last beasts to chal1em�e man were the wolf and 
the boar. Nowadays dee.; are the only re-asonable 
size.d cre.ature 'officially ' living in the British 
countr-vside. vet man has made an enemv of them 
too . \\rrutst �ven now, their lives must be very 
difficult there was a time. whert a cre-ature was 
almost certain of death. 

The Britons. Saxons and Romans hunted boar so 
escape was a r�re thing. Man even i mported the 
boar because he got a thrill out of the great battles 
and like the wolf. it was a creature. that would put 
up a fight. But that fight would not last. Over nvo 
hundred years have passed since wild boar grunted 
in the country. Their lives wipe<l out by hunters 
who perceived the boar as some sort of savage 
creature that destroyed all nature. Yet, the re­
introduction of the creatures was more of a game 
for man who loved to let the creatures go, only to 
be on their trail and to kill them. The forests of 
Germany and France are still home to the boar but 
there will no doubt come a time when a vast 
majority of them will be driven to the forest in the 
sky. 

Man cannot £et alon£ ·with anv creature vet itc; 
exis tence is ilways trail and e''ery animaf mus t  
adapt t o  the ways of man rather than to live in 
ham1ony and basically agree. to disagree. 

There is always a possibility that some spe.cie.s 
thou£ht to be extinct. are actual1 v stiH al ive and 
breedin£. This is somethin£ we ill want althou£h 
any mmtion of rare and exci ting wil d  animals a'l·e 
likely to attract the hunters who have a field day. 
Not many of our original wild creatures remain. 
Many of the �reatures apparently back in their 
homeland are Imported. They were not. however. 
bought here for the right re.asons, they are here to 
ple.ase man. In Kent the wild boar is part of the 
menu which the rich read in the exclusive 
restaurants that line the country lanes. Th� 
fascinating heavyweight animals are cage.d up in 
local farms and bred for death. Some however. 
have escaped. They have a fighting nature. 
Al!flough breeders deny respons ibi lity for the I 
extstance of boar in the fields thev are a fact and 
there are many eye\"\'itness repOrts, and even 
photographs that prove i L 

Unf011unat1y there are carcasses to prove it to and 
many hunters have stuffe<l specimens in their 
'trophy' cabinets. 

However, the. rc.putations of the boar give it a bad 
name and some purist country-folk� don 't  want 
these cre-atures. or any other -creature that they 
consider dangerous. · at l arge. An oifficial 
�eintro�uction progranune is unlikely, and it seems 
1mposs1ble that the animals at large already will 
recewive the. protection of the law. The boar that 
escaped from a park. near Rolvende.n destroyed all 
their �ake and a ma_jority of people are glad to see 
them m the boiling pot Groups of hunters have 
patroHed the Romney Marsh area and the kills 
have proved that a colony of these creatures is 
alive and well. Of course,it is great news that a 
native creature is back where so many of us feel 
that .they belong, but we can only hope that they 
SUIVIVe. 

They may be e.ltt<;ive but they are not as clever as 
the big cats, which have also been re\)Orted from 
the area, so it seems as though theu days are 
numbered. The Kent area is suitable habitat for 
any creature that wishes to find shelter but the boar 
can be rounded up and tempted back to its ca£e 
with the help of lusty sows. . 

� 



Hopc.fully the boar wop·t be.come ius\ � - delicacy I 
for gounncts al\hougb those. who hv� near 1 
Ronmey Mltrsh bdieve that the ani mals should be 1 
wiped out as soon

. 
ac; possible. The. confrontations 1 

have been few and far between and like most I 
aentures, the tx'1nr wil l onlv attack when l 
nrovoctciJ. However. a fifty nou.ri'd pecca.ry on the 1 fvose proved to be more of a stranded creature I! when tt attacked a man and his three well built 
dogs which include.d a rottwe.iler. The pe.ccary had 1 
been on the run for a full week and cause.d extreme 1 
damage to the dogs. Eventually the animal was 
temrted back to the parlc it has escaped from. 

A fe.w other boars have been sighted in the area as 
well as Heme Bay and other parts of Kent Two of 

1 the original Romney Marsh escapees may well be 
responsible for the family but let's hoQe they are 
given enough time to breed healthily. Even a few 
cross breeds may be formed and the. boar situation 
may become a�; mtereating aG the big cat aituation. 
Of course. the hunters will never cease but we can j 
hope that not all creatures can be extinguished. 
There are _enough zoo·s. f�nns �d parks in Kent I 
and knov.mg the nature ot the wild boar there is I 
always a chance that a fe\\' may escape . As we I 
kno::. these crea.tures were once part of the I furniture but nowday� a three hundred pound boar 
tends to make a fev.· people a little uncomfortable. ! 
'Beaky ' the fifty �und peccary had already done j 
too much damage. m most peoples eyes so it is 1 
going to take a draGtic change in people's attitudes j 
before. any sort of reintroduction programme can l 
be discussed. It is time to recognize that wild boar ! 
do e.xist in small numbe.rs in the south of England, 
and we should treasure. them and hopefully look l 
after them otherwise another chapter in Britains I 
v.ildlie wiiJ be closed forever. A two hundred year I 
absence is a heck of a long time but when the I 
caged boars start mating I 'm pretty sure that a few 1· 
lusty visitors with unfamiliar grunts will be 

1 homing in. i I Although the. population of boar is small, it is livly j and j�dging by the size of some of �em it could 

I be sftld that we have another monster m our· st.able. 1 
1 Something that will no doubt fuel the. hunters and 
1 feed the resteraunts. And for every snorting 
I creature that makes the dish let's hope another is I born and that Britan can permenantly regain one of 
! its true natives. 
I i 
I 

NOW THAT' S WHAT I 

CALL CRYPTO 
(Se l ect ions  from a myth i c a l  

compi l at i on LP) 
by Neil Nixon 

The Neutrons - 'Mermaid and 
Chips '. 

Tinkling pianos, early synth e.ffe.cts, choral 
backing vocals and a lead :singer who combines a 
choirboy vocal l ine with a hint of strain and 
throatin��- Yup, we're in obscure prog. rock 
heaven and the lyrics are a wonderfuJiy artv mish 

mash of the m�ndane and the mythical. '
In the 

opening line we're on 'Swanse.a peir' - soon we 're 
spiritred away to Tintage.t. We sped the whole 
track seeking a beauty who is never defined 
because, as the singer says, 'Every time I get a bit 
closer I seem to get a little. bit near' ! ! .  

So much the better i f  it sounds like a bizarre 
dream, we're chasing a mermaid here, and after a 
few trippy keyboard tinkles we find ourselves in 
the Glasgow snow an_d reach the end of our search. 
As per usual in the great crypto : quest we get a 
tantalising fragment of proof. In this case its 
nothing more than 'broken shells ' .  

Sound wise., i t  leans on Gene-sis, k'llce.s i n  the odd 
ecle-etic musical reference and create.s its own 
peculiar world. 1 996 it ain't. This gem resides on 
the ultra rare ' Black. Hole Star' albu...-n by L'le 
Neutrons. originally rele.ased in 1974. You've 
probably got more chance of finding a real 
mermaid these days. If you want to sample fortean 

music of invention, ideas and melodic overkill you 
could spe.nd £ 10.00, te.n years and about 10.000 
road mile-s hunting 'The- Neutrons ' out of a se-cond 
hand shop. Then again, you could check out the 

latest CD by The. Amphibians from Outer Space .. . .  

(I've heard of them somewhere . .  Ed). 
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Guiafairo - The fear that I LETTER FROM THE 
flies by night. LOCH-SIDE 
bv Owen B umham by Richard Carter 

In the forest r�gions of West Africa there re many (of the Loch Ness Society). 
beliefs concermng the afterlife, the gods of nature 
and animal ancestor spirits. These are the entities 
that populate the skies, trees, rivers and soils of 
the continent and they exact a powerful influence 
on the beliefs and lives of the lluman inhabitants 
of the area. 

I've just returned from a week at the loch and 
thought you might be interested in something that 
crossed my mind while sat watching the water. 
I've seen other people's Nessi e. 

I While sat watching the Loch I was studying a 
One of the most mysterious and terrifying of wake from a boat that passed about 10 minutes 
th�e : t:hings that ��n�ls night' .is the notonous before, when I wondered how many people had 
gwafauu of the sav . . , espectally w�ere there seen the same thing and believed that they had are rockv outc�ps nsmg �oove the plm.ps. �uc.h glimpsed the monster. It was then that I started to places abound m� est Afnca and the gwafatro ts think 'ust how sceptical one has to be to believe seen as a menace m all such areas. in sor!ething like the Loch Ness Monster. I 've 
Naming the guiafairo is one thing, describing it is seen a Gosander with her young run down the 
another. All that is clear from each and every middle of the Loch then seemingly just vanish 
account is its stealthy fly� ability and the when they stop. Wind slicl(s shoot across the loch 
nauseati!}g smell it bri� with it In colour it is which at first glance. look like the shadow of 
said to be RTeY, 'with e f�ce. of � man ', and some large beast just under the surface. Ducks some accollntS speak o wmgs, whllst othe.rs 1 seen on a mirror calm loch can be distorted into merely suggest flight - how e.fse. could it come something of giant size with a terrific wake through locked doors? The grey I>hantasmal spreading out. Even the small fishing boat� seen shape of the guiafaif<? is again oebatea�l�, I on the loch can.. under the right conditions take because m some cases tt appears to be a spmt ua1 h entity and in others a crcatwe of ghostly gl"yish on unus s apes. 
black. flesh. One thing is clear, those who have I Great Northern Divers can be seen on the Loch as encountered the grey, suffocating fear that is the 
guiafairo never forget it, and in many cases death, they sit so low in the water with their head and 
from some malaise, occurs a short time after. It is 

I 
neck sticking out. I 'll bet more than a few people 

a creeping, paralysing death, like the fear itself. out there have seen their ·nessie'. Otters live 
and there ts no remedy, no escape and no hope. around the Loch but are rarely seen by people. 

By day the gui afairo is said to haunt the hollow 
trees and rocky outcrops (with their caves) that 
exist in the hot lands of West Africa. Since no­
one seems lb,rigared to verify the la.ir of the 
guiafairo no · can be confirmed. It is a grey 
entity which appears and disappears at will and 
only the power of an extreme good-luck charm 
ap� to ofter any peace to the �Plt? �ho 
share tts temtory. Onfy rarely does the VISiting 
entity leave a trace of tts presence - its smell, or 
the riuuXs of its clawed feet on dirt floors. These 
are the only signs of the marauder, the fear that 
comes by mghf and steals the souls of its victims. 
1bis is guiatairo- the fear that comes by night 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Our interest in Owtman 
type phenomena is well kno\Ml, and it seems 
apparent that this entity is similar if not 
identical to that reported from the area of 
FaJmouth Bay surrounding MaWlan Old 
Church. We welcome information on similar 
'creatures' from around the w:>rld. 

When they are . . . how big would a five foot otter 
look like to someone who's never seen one 
before? 

I'm not trying to say that Nessie is a case of 
mistaken objects. Just that, to watch for a sighting 
you must be aware of what could �e 
misinterpreted for a si�hting. When eventually I 
have MY Nessie sigh�, because I am in the 
right place at the right tune, I know that I will 
have seen the Nessie of Loch Ness and not the 
'nessie' of my mind's eye (I hope). 

EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the first in a regular 
series of bulletins aimed at keeping the 
Animals & Men readershi13 up to date with 
events at Loch Ness. Richard can be 
contacted at 

5 Dirker Drive 
Marsden 

Huddersfield 
HD7 6AP. 

' --- · --·- _____________________ __j 
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This is the section of "Animals & Men' where 
we, and you appe�l for assistance in various 
research projects .  There are s everal expeditions in 
the pipeline at the moment, and at least one needs 
some assistance: 

"Dea r Mr Downes, 

A STRANGE FISH 
INDEED 

! by Michael Goss / (Editor's Note: It is al�X!I exciting when we arc able to \ solve a mystery. In the HELP column of issue thre.e, and l again in the last issue, vo.re appealed for information about a ! pAir of peculiar caroasses washed up on an Essex beach. Veteran fortean Michael Goss picked up a copy of issue 9 l at the llnconvention. On June 12 he wrote the following � letter to me..) 

I am pla nning .an .  expedition into the I The strange aquatic creatw"e mentioned. in 
North of Ta smanza m the summer of 1 99 7 Animals & Men #9 (p.38) was almost certainly 
to search for the Tfiylacine or Ma rsupial the angler fish washed ashore at Canvey Island 
\\tblf. / on 29th November 1953. "where it crea ted 

no end of a s tir, a nd who could wonder a t  
In  1 979 Jim Sayles c la imed to ha ve J it? " . This information come.s from 
a ttra c ted a Tbyla cine by imi ta ting the 'Beachcomber' in his regular natural history 
distress c alls of small a nimals . Ca n 1 column for the 'Southend Standard' of Thursday 
a nyone tell me where I COI}Id get bold of 3rd December following, where it acted as an 
a tape recording <?f the distress ca lls of I excuse for a fairly whimsical piece on angler fish 
womba ts. walla bies a nd other prey I and their niehtmarish grotesqueness in general. . 
species.  Fa iling tha t  a n  old fa shioned Fluent as he-was on the subject ' Beachcomber' 
bunter 's " Va rmm t Caller "? \ failed to provide any further details of the Canvey 

specimen. but luckily the 'Canvey News and 
Sayles a lso ma rked l1is, a nd . his 1 Bentleet Recorder' put the fish on the front page 
equipment s c ent wi th Euca lyptus Oi l .  If i of its Friday (4 December 1953) issue as a small 
you ha ve a ny rea ders in Tasm ani a, maybe I photo and caption story-with more ��tails _ on 
they know a good pl a c e  to get la rge 1 paee 3. This states that Museum authontles (stc. )  
qua nti ti es?  I were to b e  consulted about this 'Fish with i teeth a nd toes ' whi ch 1 2 -yeru--old Jacqueline 
Fina lly where could I get hold of a cas t, I Ward had found the previous Sunday on the 
or a copy of the ca st  of a Tbylacin e ' s  beach; it weighed 30lbs and was 2ft g inches 
footprint for use a s reference. j long by 15 inches wide with 'protr uding eyes. 

Thanks for yo ur help. 
Richard Freeman ".  

We would suggest that you approach the National 
Sound Archive (017 1 412 7440) for recordings of 
the animals that you require. They were helpful a 
few years ago when certain researchers on 
Bodmin Moor wanted the sound of a female 
puma in oestrus, and they may well be able to 
help you. Another good starting point would be 
the librarian at the Institute of Commonwealth 
Studies (0171 580 5876) who have be.en helpful 
to us recently. As for the rest, at the risk of 
sounding like a furtean Esther Rantzen, it is over 
to the 'Animals & Men' readership. 

Richard can be contacted c/o the Editorial 
Address. 

1 a tongue a nd teetlJ. In  tbe centre of tlte 
! back a re two ' feet '  complete wi th toes " . ( In  point of fact, a former Leigh fisherman had 
! already identified it as a "pocket" or "fiddle" fish: 
/ the latter also being noted in "Beachcomber's" 11 article as one of the popular names for the angler 
-fish. 

The page 1 photo leaves absolutely no doubt that 
the. cre�ture was a fish and there is  equally no 
doubt that everyone concerned recognised it as 
one. Nor was there much ambiguity about the 
"fish with feet .. . " that the. Rev. Joseph Overs 
found on a Canvey beach on Tuesday 10 August 
the next year. Repo� that he had described it 
as "four feet long With s ta ring eyes and a 
la rge mou th . . .  on its s toma ch, 1 t  ba d two 
feet, ea ch with fi ve toes . . . . ". the 'Canvey 
News and OBenfleet Recorder' for 1 3  August ! 1954 reminded readers that: 

- -------- -------- - - -- -- . ----------- - --·--- --- -·------' 
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CONTINUED . . .  

".4 peculia r fish wa s foun d in a lmos t the 
s a me pl a c e l a s t  yea r  a nd i d e n t i fi e d  a s  a 
po�ket or ' fiddler ' fish ·. Patently, and 
allowing for the fact that the fms and other 
appendages of the angler fish can be mistaken for 
'feet' or similar. this latest arrival belonged to the 
same family_ 

For me the biggest mystery about this story lies 
in the way that it came to be presented as a 
mystery. My first acquaintanceship with it came 
from an article in either 'Weekend' or 'Titbits ' -
more probably the latter - some time between 
1978-SO, where it was told in what (if memory 
serves) was very similar wording to the account 
sent to 'Animals & Men'. I assumed that it had 
been lifted from some 'Amazing but True ' kind 
of source, as were most of the Fortean-style 
articles that crept into popular magazines for this period . . .  but I never managed to track that source 
down. Nor can I find it in any of my 
cryptozoological ones. 

The writer seems to have taken a strictly local 
piece of news and blown it up into a major 
mystery with pronounced cryptoconspiratorial 
overtones (which, need I say , are. totally alien to 
the press reports I have seen) . From clues like the 
way the author writes of the ' British Canvey 
!:;lands '. I conclude the author was unfamiliar 
with the place . . .  and expected his readers to be 
unfamiliar with it too. 
Then there is the determined effort to present the 
story in the context of the Devil 's Hoofpriots. 
Any resemblance to accounts of other beached 
enigmas - the Tasmanian globster of 1960, for 
example - may be accidental. All things 
considered I'd guess this account came from an 
American source of the late SO 's or eMiy 60's: 
Fate perhaps, though I can't find it in the 
incomplete run of that magazine which I own. 
But it may well be that the author had some other 
�glish) source which provided data not found 
m any of the press reports. 

ODD 
ORNI1HOLOGY 

b v  
A L I S O N  b O W N E S  

SNOW JOKE! 
A pair of  rare Arctic snO\vy owls were see-n in 
Scotland re.cently. They we.rr thoueht by excited 
twitchers to be considering bree.dlng there, but 
the RSPB confirmed that they were just 'passing 
through'. (Newsroutld B&'1V Teletexl 8. 7.96) 

BORNE FROM THE USA 
More rare Yisitors. this time from the USA. have 
been seen on the Isle of Wieht . A rose breasted 
grosheak was hlown off c0urse during its autumn 
migration. last year. It is a large, finch like bird 
which has onlv been recorded in the UK 23 
times. Other American birds w er e- also see-n 
during that month. Teletext on 3 (ITV) p. 340. 
1 . 1 1 . 95 

RINGNEC K  ROUNDUP 
A g0vemment survey is heing carried out hy the 
Central Sci ence LaboratOI}' on the fe eding habits 
of Britain 's  colonies of \\.Ud ringneck parakeets. 
.llviAFF is worried that the birds may be.come a 
pest. The Times newspaper recently reporte.d that 
they were "ousting jackda M, owls a nd kestrels 
fi·om their nests " and this appears to have no 
foundation in truth. 
There are now e.<;timated to be up to 5,000 bird<> 
livin!! i n  culonit.s aruUild the U:k, ftOib the. west 
c�untry to Aq�yllshire in Scotland. T�e biggest 
smgle colony IS at \Valton on Thames m Surrey, 
but there are also many large groups around the 
London area. 

The parakeets are feedi ng off nuts. bark, flowers. 
and orchard fruiL artd have even been seen on 
bird-tables. (Cage a nd Aviary Birds 2 7.4.96). 

BERT THE VULTURE 
Quite Remarkable, to borrow from a much- (slight return) 
imitated socoer commentator, that a story which 
got VfXY little coverage even in a paper serving Regular readers will be glad to hear that Bert the 
folk in a small corner of Essex for whom it ought vulntre, who was re-ared by an old sock, (see to have been a significant event should get this A&MS), has been taught to tly .. eventually! His 

E
of celebrity. But then. as an old man once keepers were forced to resort to throwing him out 
me. 'Stra nger things ha ve h a ppened of a hot air balloon ! If it works . . . . 
a n vey Isl a nd ' . 

- - ------ - -- - - - - ----- -- --- ----- ---- -- - -
- ______ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  j 
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LETTERS 
lHE EDIIDR WELCOMES LETTERS FOR 

PUBUCA TION ON ANY SUBJECT OF 
INTEREST TO lHIS MAGAZINE. HE 

RESERVESTHE RIGHT TO EDIT LETTERS 
FOR REASONS OF SPACE. HE WOU� J-fO\NEVER UKE TO RJINT OUT THA r 
AlL OPINIONS MADE IN L.ETTI:RS OR 

INDEED ARTJQ.ES ARE THOSE OF THE 
AUlHOR AND NOT NECESSARILY THOSE 

OF THE EDITOR MIMALS & MEN, OR 
lHE CENlRE FOR FORlEAN ZOOlOGY 

THE KILLING J O KE 1 

D ear Mr Downes , 

I found the article 'On Collecting a Cry,ptid' 
interesting, as I have just finished re-rea<ling a 
book that deals in part with that ve� questJ.on, 
i.e. should a specimen of an 'unknown animal be 
collected just to prove that it does indeed exist 
and is now 'known'. 

The book in question is "Emma Tupper's Diary" 
by Peter Dickinson, a novel published in 1971 by 
Victor Gollancz. It deals with the existence, in a 
fictitious Scottish Loch of a relict colony of 
Plesiosaurs. Over millions of years they have 
adapted to a cold water environment, fresh water 
etc, by becoming smaller and specialised so 
much so that any majQr clli!iige to their 
environment could prove fatal . Ttiey are only 
�g on by a thread as it were, by the fact of 
the LOch's t solation, very few farms in the 
surround4tg are.a, so no PQllution - nitrate,-, d.rainin2: into the Loch e.tc . The. Loch itse.If is 
prjvateJY owned by a family who's head is aware 
of the sttuation and seeks to keep it that way. 
When the Ice Age.s came, the creatures retreated 
to a huge cave m the surrounding rocks, heated 
by hot s�s. With this refi!ge as a base, they 
could then fOrage out under tlie ice-cap to hunt 
They became so adapted to dark conditions, that 
now they're photosensitive, only venturing� out on 
the darkest nights. Alsot they . could afford to 
become smaller as they nad the heated cave to 
fall back on. 

by Prof. Krantz comes in. The first �ument 
against ' discov�' of these relict plesiosaurs is 
tliat they are only just 'ha!Jging on even though 
they look so strong and hcitlthy . Any small 
change. in the e.nvironme.nt could prQVe. fatal. 
Investigating scientists, however careful) could 
{1erhaps infect the creatures with bactena from 
the oreaths, for example, as they study the 
creature's nestmg cave. 

The head of the clan has this final word to say: 

"the q ue s tion is whether i t  is b etter foe 
yo ur c re a ture to s ubsist in its own 
s tra nge way, unknown. Or wh ether i t  is 
be tter to ba ve i t  thoroughly s tudied, a nd 
proba bly, in the pro cess kill it dea d. It 
would then be KNO WN; you could fi nd 
accoun ts of it in libra ries, c a s ts and 
skeletons in na tura l his tory mus eums . But 
i t  would be extinct, as tbe Dodo is ,  a nd 
the Oryx a nd the Tiger a lmos t a re.  Are 
yo u prepa red to c hoose? " 

I think those words, even after 20 odd years are 
still relevant Do we really want to know 
�verything about the Loc.h Ness creature, ev� i f  1t m eans  future generations can see the thing 
displayed in a 'LOch Ness Museum ' but the Loch 
itself would have lost its centuries old aura of 
mystery and wonder. N<HJne will ever �ain see 
those mysterious humps and necks cruising along 
the dark: waters. 

Towards the end of the book theye is a family That could never ha�!J>Cil? Tell that to the Dodo, m� to PJ:eside over the fate ol the creatures, d all th th · f M • · 
and this is where the connection with the article an e o er vtc ms o an s rapactousness 



set out in Peter Vemev's 1979 book "Homo 
Tyrra n i c u s :  Ma n ' s i·a r aga i n s t a ni ma l s " .  
Round about 1830, when i t  became obvious to 
the directors of museums world"Wide that the. 
Great Auk wtl!!l on the verge of extinction. what 
did they do? Band toaefuer 4t . an eff9rt t$? 
prcsen;.:. and prote.ct u'le fast remammg survwors ! 
No. Museums that had no specimens of the Great 
Auk in their collections sent out expeditions to 
SCOW" the northern seas for any stragglers that 
remained. On the island of Fldey the last 
remaining colony of fi(ty animals were hunted 
down and sla�htered to provide museum 
exhibits. In 1 844 the very last known specimen 
was killed to satisfy the vanity of an Icelandic 
bird collector. 

But that couldn't happen now, could it? Tell it to 
all the rhinos killed 8o that some rich arab can 
swank it up over another rich arab because he's 
got a rllinO horn hilt on his ceremonial dagger, 
and the other one hasn't This is happerung 
NOW! 

Yours faithfully. 

Colin Mather, 
Wigan. 

THE KILLING JOKE 2 
Dear Mr Downes, 

I would like to comment on the article 'On 
Collecting a Cryptid' by Grover Krantz. 

In 1989 I was asked by a Dutch television station 
to comment on a fihD. concerning the hunt for 
Bigfoot At first I did not like this too much as I 
am not s�ialised in Bigfoot but more. in the 
Loch Ness phenomena. However, when I saw the 
short film I found it necessary to comment as 
Prof. Krantz was promoting the killing of one, 
and probably more, as sc1 entists are not that 
easily convmced of the existence of these 
animals. 
Personally, I do not like this way of gettipg �f. 
It may satisfy the scientist's hunger for a big 
achievement, but I don't think if will do the 
'animals' themselves any good. The big idea is 
always that it needs taentification to get 
protected, but I don't see any big scientists actmg 
on thi� mutection. Even though they must have a 
lot of intluence, they leave it to others. 

In the article Prof. Krantz again comes up with 
his kilJ.!ng theories, this time in regards to the 
Loch Ness phenomena. Sending out whalers to �n one. These whalers, he hopes are 
"hOpefully unemployed". He seems concerned for 

the whales. but also feels that hai"J)O:<'ning a 
Ne.c;sie will he O. K.  We all  know what it me.ans 
to kill in the name of science; just look at the 
animals who use this pretext to hunt the whales 
into extinction. I woUld like to point out to 
Prof. Krantz that the local by law protecting the 
Loch Ness phenomena, still appears to be active. 

I also contacted the Departments of Wildlife in 
Oregon, Washington State and British Columbia 
concerning the hunt for Bigfoot and even though 
W ashj.ngtOn State and Bntish Columbia stated 
that they were not in a position to forbid this; 
Oregon State passed a resolution to P!Otect the 
Bigfoot �ainst hunting. Mr William I. Haight, 
Cliief of Non-Game Wildlife Management, stated 
to me in a letter of 26. 10. 1989: 

"Whilst this a c tion does not ca rry the 
same enforcement a nd pen a l ty pro vtsions 
as a sta te Rt.: au t� it dt d seniJ a message 
to would be Bigroo t: h unters tha t  killing 
of one of these a nima ls in Oregon would 
not be tolera ted. Should Prof. Kra n tz 
a ttempt to propose sucb an a c tion in this 
s ta te. I a ssure you tba t the idea will be 
disco ura ged". 

So, Prof. Krantz, in my opinion, should be more careful with his promotion of hunting. 

I would also like to comment on the letter by Mr. 
Michael Playfair, Leicestershire. in which it was, 
to my humole meaning, rightly· stated that there 
seems to be a tradition of monster sightings there. 
However, 1 always found the Alexander Gl"aham 
statement a little doubtful as he mentions a River 
Enrick cnteri,ng Loch Lomond. There is A River 
Emick entering Urquhart Bay, Loch Ness. Is 
there actually one entering Loch Lomond as 
well? I could not find it on any map"? 

Yours faithfully, 

Martien 't  Mannetje, 
Rockanj�, 
The Netherlands. 

ALAN MOORE KNOWS THE 
SCORE 

Dear Mr Downes, 

In response to your. request for cryptozoological 
related comics, I remember one sto!Y cone� 
the yeti. It was P:t�blished in 1979 or 1980 in 
MarVel UK's 'Dr Who Mon�y · . (Come to think 
of it, back then it was a weekly). The artist was 
Dave Gibbons, and I think tlie writer was the 
renowned Alan Moore (of 'Swamp Thing' and 
'The Killing Joke') fame) . 



The story concerned a cryptozoological 
expedition in search of the yeti . Tlie yeti turn out 
to be robot replicas, much the same a.<; in the two Dr. Who )'eti adventures. They are controlled by 
the Great Intelligence, a disembodied entity tluit 
possesses the expedition's Sherpa guides. 
At the end of the story a Buddhist monk leads an 
anny of real yetis tO the rescue. The genuine 
articles tear apart their robot replicas. The robot 
yetis are dumpy creatures with round hips and a 
featureless head with no neck. The real yetis look 
like hug� hairy apes much as the real ones are 
supposed to. The exception are their heads. They 
are too round rt conical as the real yetis are 
suppqsed to be 1 and their eyes are much too 
round and large ke those of a Bush Baby. 
In issue thr�you �ted a letter from a 'retired 
Colonial Officer concerning the apparent 
immunit)' of a Nigerian man to Scorpion venom. 
The arachnid � question is �ribed as 'large 
and black ' .  This sounds vecy like the Impen81 
Scorpion. This species has venom no more potent 
than a Bumble Bee's. It could sting a man many 
times with only discomfort ensui�. Generally1 scorpions with large claws crush their prey. ana 
the venom is only a secon4ary line of attack. 
Look out for scorpions with slender claws, 
however, they are the, deadly ones. 

Yours sincerely, 

Richard Freeman. Nuneaton. 
EDITORIAL I NTERJECTION: Because, as I ty� this , it is a beautiful summer day, I am 
watching the Men's Single's Final at 
Wimbledon, and I am feeling general� 
frivolous, here is a second 'phone 1n g�iz . 
The headline to this letter! Who,  Wh�. 
When? The wnner gets a free year s 
subscription to A&M. Ttie first person to sing 
the relevant passage to us dovvn the 
teleohone also gets a free copy of my new book 

NEGATIVE FEEDBACK 
I read with genuine sadness of our noble Editor's l�ely frui�es� struggle to persua� num.erous 
ottier orgamsauons to C<H>perate wtth us vta the 
medium of copies of 'Anim8ls & Men' - but to be 
perlectly franiC: I cannot say I'm surprised. 
One of the truest sayings is 'a chain is as stro!}g 
as its weakest link',- ana I am going to grasp the 
nettle and say that q�te a lot of what goes into 
this otherwise excellent publication does the 
Centre for Forte.an Zoology no good at all . 

I 
Yes, I fe.el the cause of this reje-etion is in your 
hands at this moment Just re.ao it carefully and 
obje-etively - and honestly ask yow-self what sort 
of an imfression it miglit give to someone who 
might no know us. 

On the. one. hand there are such excellent 
valuable and im�rtant articles as those on 
extinct Whales and the Coggo Peacock, that 
could well grace any scientific journal on this 
planet, whilst on the other there's sheer, utter, rot, 
such as 'Now that's what I call Crypto , in which 
the author tries desperately, and unsuccesfully to 
be funny. 

Someone gives his address as 'somewhere' -
which would be fine in a Student's rag magazine, 
but not in one that seeks to be taken seriously -
and I'm sincerely s� to note that the Editorial 
Staff does not tak.e it s work as seriously as it 
might I mean, just read the vecy first .p.art on the 
instde of the cover, begi� with This" and 
ending in "Crew", and I think: you'll see what I 
mean. 

Yes, in my own magazine 'Mainly about 
Animals ', I write in a very free. friendly and 
informal inanner, but out of respect for its readers 
I firmly refrain from mateyness, cosyness, 
cameraderie, bonhomie, - call 1t what you will -
simply be-eause I don 't think it's a good thing uncfer the circumsbmces. I think I 've been provea 
right, to<?, py the lack of response from those 
other soc1etles. 

I've been a c_ryptozool�st since before most of 
'Animals & Men' readers were even thought of and take the subject very seriously {although not 
ponderously or lieavily) . As things stand I cannot 
help feeling that many open-minaed people must 
wonder whether it's an important and highly 
SP-ecialised science, or a haven and forum for 
offbeat oddballs. 

Clinton Keeling. 

EDITORIAL RESPONSE: 
T o  answer Clinton's last statement first (in 
my best surrealchemical manner): lrs both! 
one person's definition of 'offbeat oddball' 
ho\Wver is another person's definition of 
freethinker, and yet another person's 
'dangerous lunatic' . C!)'ptozoology is a 
•serious and specialised science•, and has 
been for well over forty year�as Clinton 
says, before even I was thou t of) , but 
CrvptozoologY. is only part of at \W deal 
wfti . Fortean Zoology is a completely different 
kettle of coelacanth's {1 know because 1 invented 
it!) It is an outrageous and ridiculous discipline,. 
in which Cryprozoology, the s tudy o r  

------------------------------------�------------J 



fol klore,  large chunks of sociology 
theology and anthrop<?logy, and manY. otfier 
accepfed branches of tfie natural sciences 
go hand in hand wth Lexilinking and 
sur:realchemy. in s�arch of the truth behind 
vanous, soommgly msoluble mysteries. 

To ans-wer the other comments however 
Our readershtp, which presenhy has a 
gr_o'hfu rate of something in the region of 
65% a year range in agf) (that I know of) 
be�n 12 a na  84. We by to include 
ed1tonal co_nte11t for both aoo_ groups as well 
as evervttung m-between. We have always 
stressed the Importance of ' mystery animars· 
as cu}tu.re icor:-as. 'Now thars what I caJI 
crypto 1� a hght-hearted attempt to list 
varl9lJS p1eces of rock music dealing with the 
subject. As such, I feel that it is successful. 

'Gavin' is tt"!e pseudonyr:n used by the 1 989 
� man Witness. In VIew of ti1s, al most 
uruque, and surreal e�erience, as well as 
h1s anonymity, to give his address as 
'somewhere' seems perfectly appropriate. 

I v.ould like to stress that Clinton Keeling bo� �s a zoolog ist. a witer and a human 
be1ng IS someone for whom I have a lot of 
resr�ct. I may not always agree with him but 
th.a IS my Qrlvilege, as it is his to disagr:ee wth . me. The lact that this magazine 
pr<;>VJdes a .  forum for tw:> such disparate 
Wlters as h1m and myself to wite under the 
same metapl]ofical roof as witers ' as diverse 
as Shuker. Sh1els . Heuvelmans and Naish 
can only, I feel be a good thing. ' 

NEGATIVE FEEDBACK 2. 
Excerpts from a much longer letter .. . .  
Re �e reported lack of interest you claimed from 
vano� natural history societies, it  comes as no 
surpnse to me, nor, I expect to you. 

From my experience, for.  what its wot_:th, these 
groups .are tb� la�t �estiges of the VIctorian 
amat�unsm. �th. Its mherent myopic view of 
anythipg outside Its narrow borders. Compose<! 
ot retired people, led by a local acadenuc of 
advanced vears, they have a predeliction for 
sqngbirds �4 Mldt}owers. T�ey can only eo� wtth .a samtised vtew of thiDgs, never mind anyt.hing vaguely fortean. 
I can remember at Qrirnary school being asked by 
our teacher, one of the above, to name animals for some te�t or o�er. I s�d 'Echidna', being a 
sn�artars_e kind of kid. She mformed me no such 
thing eXIsted. 

That taught me more than she had intended . . .  

Tom Anderson, Aberdeen. 
(EDITORIA� NOTE: I had practi.{:ally the 
sam� eXP.�nenqe with the V«>rds 'Caecilian' 
and �mp111um� . If they d90't exist, I V«>nder 
Yilat ts S\Nimmtng around 1n that tank outside my bedroom door? 

Our mai!'l are of argument is the lack of 
cooperation we have nad from some 'small­
to\NI'l' natural history societies and from a 
few, but, by no means all the internationally 
knowl' museums. 
When I started cryptozoological research in 197�. I _had . a lOng, haw.y and fruitful 
rel.�ttonshtp wth vartous scientists at the 
Bntish Muse�m (Natural History). They then 
felt. that their remit Included assisting \Nith 
senqus research by members of the �neral 
�bhc. In recent years

b
some staff at tflis and 

other museums, have een exceedingly rude 
to both Alison and myself, as well as other 

al
members of our organis�tion. They have 

. so refused to help us 1n even the most 
�1'11Pie areas of research wthout charging us 
pd1culous sums of mone}!. I find this attitude 
Immeasurably sad, and feel convinced that · 
much valuable research is not taking place 
because of these draconian costs. Wnat was 
once a nat1onal treasure house is now a 
source for national shame! 

As far as the lack. of interest we have 
rec�1v� from regtonal natural history 
soctet1es, Tom Anoerson's hypothesis is 
probably right. More prosaicaUy. however 
�om� of �hese �ocieties combine ttieir lack of 
1magmat10n with a lamentable lack of 
manners. Over tt)e past few -weeks -we have 
met r�r�sent�tiyes from some regional 
naturalists socteties \Nho have just �reeted 
our attempts at 'briqge building with 1 
deliberate rudeness! (Tf'\at was wthout , . 
actually seemg the magaz�ne). we have/do 
collab6rate(d) successfullY_ wth scientists 1 
from E;xeter University. The Royal Albert 
Memonal Museum, Ptymouth Museum The 

I National Museums of Scotland • The 
University of Hong Kong, and a number of 
other .museums. Universities and Zoos 
'AOri9W!de. We are taken seriously by ! 
pubhehmg firms. . TV . oomp�nies, ana I 
n��papers/magazmes \Nith an mtemational ' 
d1str1bution. To .da�e.althougtl there are a : 
number of org_anrsation.s "Yflo have refused to 
collaborate wth us th1s ts their loss rather 
than ours! There is no-one to date 'hhose 
refusal has caused me more than 
momentary annoyance. JD.) .  
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I BOOK REVIEWS 
'The Lost Birds of Paradise' by Errol 
Fuller 1 60pp (Swan Hill) £30.00 
One of the nice �s about running a magazine 
like 'Animals & Men' is that you come across 
books that you would otherwi,se, almost certainly, 
never have read. This book is a Qerfect example. 
From the author of the best book! have ever read 
about Extinct Birds, this book examines the 
�ific starus of nineteen species of Birds of 
Paradise - some known ori.ly from a sipgle 
s�imen. Whereas forty three species of these 
brrds are generally known to science, these extra 
nineteen - the 'lost' Birds of Paradise turn out to 
be a tantalising miscellany of hybrids, aberrations 
with the occasional hint of a new species. The 
nwnber of putative hybridisations between the 
species is :interest:in,e. It seems that, esJ?ec:ially 
amongst some of the '"Rifle birds such genetic mix­
and-matching is more common than would 
otherwise be supposed. 

Altho�h the scholarship of this book cannot be 
faulted; it is as a series of meticulously _ crafted 
'detecb.ve stories' that it is most successful. As an 
afficianado of such �s I fmd the narrative, 
which intertwines continuously with the life sto.ry 
of the tortured but brilliant llaron Rothschild, 
once the owner of what was �rhaps the biggest 
private collection of Natural History specimens 
noth.in.e short of enthralljng. As a child my 
Grandfather used to tell me stories about 
Rothschild and his exploits and this book offers 
up, !lffiOng�t the wealth. o� omitp.ologi�al d�tail 
J?TCCtous vtgnettes and mstghts mto llis umque 
life. 

1bis book is masterfully written and lavishly 
illustrated with many photographs, Prints ana 
drawings. It is an essential item for the library of 
anyone interested either in birds or in 
cryptozoology. 

'Rumours of Existence'  by Matthew 
Bille (Hancock House) 

A new book on general cryptozool�y from the 
editor of the excellent news-sheet 'Exotic 
Zoology'.  This book manages, not only to cover 
well known cryptids (if that is not a contradiction 
in tenns), in a fresh and interesting way, but also 
includes a wealth of exciting and mteresting 
information that I, for one, hBve not come across 
elsewhere. 

) It is divided into three sections: 'Recent 

I__ - -- ----------

Discoveries '. 'Presumed Extinct' and 'The 
Mystery Animals •. It is hard to know which 
sections to single out for particular praise. In 
order to try and make up my mina I leafed 
through the contents page which �}!ted me to 
want to read the book all over �ain! You can't 
really praise a book higher than t:hat! 
'Hills and Streams - An Ecology of 
Hong Kong ' by David Dudgeon and 
Richanl Corlett (Hong Kong 
Universicy Press 234pp. Price on 
Application to us). 

Regular readers will be aware of my longs tan� 
interest in the zoology of Hong Kong. and of our 
ongoing study into the Fortean ZOOlogy of the 
terntory. For those who do not understand the 
fascination that I have with the subject, this book 
may enlighten them to a degree at least It is a 
scholarly out gripping i_nsight into the. ecology_of 
a landscape almos t  enb.rely shaped b y  man: The 
ori� forestation was destroY.ed several 
centuries ago, and whilst the British 
Administration fostered a reforestation 
QIOgramme starting in the years previous to the first world war most of this secondary growth 
was destroyed during the Japanese occupab.on of 
1941-5. 
The reforestation began again after the war, and 
as the coun!ryside has slowly recovered so has its 
zoology. This is the story of the recovery and 
provides some essential signposts to indicate 
what may happen over the next hundred years. 

'Sasqua. tch Bigfoot - The Continuing 
Mystery' by Thomas N. Steenburg 
(Hancock House 1 27pp $ 1 1 .95US) 

An engaging account of one man's search for the 
reclwuve Canadian man-beast One of the most 
likeable things about this book is that it is nearly 
all from eyewitness accounts researched 
personally by the author. 

It could be argued that this is also one of the 
drawbacks of the book, in thBt the better known 
cases are not included. Unlike the bulk of the 
material presented here they are available 
elsewhere. -

This is not the definitive work on the subje<:t 
That honour �es either to John ('.,n·en (see 
below) or to vrover Krantz, but it is a nice collection uf interviews and research notes which 
makes a useful addition to the 'man-beast' 

I section in our cryptozoo!ogica! li brary. 
; 
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'Sasqua tch - The Apes Amongst Us ' 
by John Green (Hancock House 
492pp) 

A timely re,..print of what. by anyone ' s  standard� 
is one of the classic worlcs on fhe subject. This 
book contains all that you could possibly want to 
know about the larger BHM phenomena of the North American continent. If I have any 
reservations at all about it, it is that it treats the 
phenomena v..ithin a fwdy zoological frame of 
reference, and wh.Wt have little dOubt thAt there 
is a conventional cryptozoological element to the 
Bigfoot and Sasquatch reports of the last four deCades, I am equaJ.ly certam that a large number 
of these phenomena are zoo form in nature. 
It is, however chwiish to reject the immense 
amount of work which has gone into this book 
purely on those grounds, ana therefore I have no 
hesitation whatsoever in recommending it 

'According to the Evidence ' by Erich 
von Daniken £9.99 
"Signs of the Gods " by Erich von 
Daniken £7.99 
'Journey into Supermind' by Dr. 
Richaro Lawrence £8.99 
'The Lost world of Agharti' by Alec 
Maclellan £7.99 
'The Bermuda Triangle ' by Charles 
Berlitz £8.99 
�Zolar4S encyclopaedia of ancient 
and forbidden knowledge ' £9.99 
"Hey guys " , said the �er and fresh-faced 
publi�ity director llt the Monday morning Board 
Meetmg. " Yo u  mus t h a ve seen how the X 
Files 1s the mos t popular progra mme on TV these da ys . . . .  Scra nge ph enomena are 
thi.s yea r ' s  thing_ . . . well, why don 't  we 
reJ Ssue some of these ever so groovy 
books on tbe subjec t  7 "  
The answer should have been. " . . .  Beca use 
they are o utda ted non sense which you 
c� n pick up at a ny ca r boot sale for 50p a 
ttme1 " . 

Of course nobody dared say this to the fresh­
faced publicity director so the company, (whose 
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name I . ..am le&.vim! out bec�use J am _probably betng hbellousJ, Went ahead an repnhted the boolCs listed above (if this 'knowledge - and I use the word rc:servcdly - is that ancient and 
forbidden why is it included in tacky 
pZ!perbacks? ), and sent out WISolicited packa£es 
or six or seven books to any publication tfiey 
could find with even the most tenuous links to the 
paranormal. 

We. as the fresh-faced publicity director should 
hav·e known,_ are a ma&azine abOut cryptozoology 
and its allied disciplines, and only very 
occasionallv give anv S.Pace to 6latantlv 
comme,rcia1 twaddle of no sctentific or forte.an • 
�!gnificance (and then only when it is amusing). 
We therefore took the lot down to the car bOot 
sale where we swapped them for a CD by Scott 
Walker, a broken fiSh tank, and an electric kettle 
and promptly forgot about the whole matter. 

'Monster Monster - A Survey of the 
North American Monster Scene • by 
Betty Sanders Gamer (Hancock 
House 1 90pp $ 1 2.95US) 

The worst thing about this book is the title and 
the tacky picture of a 'nessie' type creature on the 
front cover. The packaging doesn't really do the 
contents justice because it ts a cheerful round up 
of various North American czyptids which 
present-, both well known and more obscure cases 
m an eminently readable and approachable style. 

'On the Track' . . . it ain't, but although not 
essenti� by any means it is a satisfying audition to the hbrary. 

The chapter on the \Vhite River Monster is 
pllrticulaily good. On the whole the cov�e of 
aq�ti c plienomena here is better than either the 
BH.M coverage or the (very brief) look at the Texas 'Big Btfd' reports. It is, however worth 
buying, or at least furrowing. 

'The Book of the Unicorn' by Nigel 
Suckling. (Paper Tiger 1 28 pp 
£12.95). 

I am not a great fan of Paper Tiger's whimsical 
'hippy' art l>ooks. Artwotk which looked great on 
a 'Yes' LP in 1972 has, I believe, little or no relevance to the serious fortean researcher, and, 
now the smell of incense, and the sounds of 
temple- bells (not to mention temple balls - 1 
snigger), hAs faded the new-agcy culture they 

------------------- · · -' 
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pn:=-mt is acstheticallv fairly displeasing in 1 996. 
Tlli s hook. however. is undeni abl y attractive .. and could well be seen as a counterpart to K arl 
Shuk.er's excellent Dragon book of fast year. The 
illustrations are a l ittle bi t too Patrick 
�oodruffe�oger D� for my l iking, but the text 
ts ne<ttlY wntten and mcludes an account of Dr 
Dove 's · 1 930's experiments on bull c alves. as 
well as the more familiar Biblical and 
mythological references. Much to my surprise, I 
even got quite enthusiastic aoout things 
unicorman by the end of the book, and de�te tile 
hippy drawings, I can honestly reccomend tt! 

'WCH NESS - The Tour '  by 
Richanl Carter (Carterways 32pp 
£1 .50) 
This particularly eQgaging little booklet is written 
by one of the founder members of The Loch Ness 
SOciety. For half the price of a packet of 
cigarettes you get Qne man's viewpomt of the 
best places to visit in the vicinity of Loch Ness. 

You are told where the best spots are if you want 
to see spawning salmon, a little bit about Aliester 
Crowley's soJOurn at Boleskine House (but 
nothing about Jimmy Page.'s much longe.r 
residence at the same place), a guide to some of 
the local wildlife and the best places to go to see 
them. 

There is. of course. a brief history of 'Nessie' 
sightings, but, refre8hingly it is the other sights 
and sounds of the area wmch make up the bulk of 
the information on offer. There are a number of 
useful telephone numbers and route planning 
instructions, and I can truthfully say_ that this ts 
one of the NICEST books on LOch Ness that has 
ever come our way. 

'CADBOROSAURUS -Survivor from 
the DeeJJ ' by Paul Le Blond and 
Edwanl Bousfield. 1 34pp. 

This is one of the most remarkable books on a 
single facet of cryptozoology that I have read in 
many y:ears. Following on -from their acclaimed 
paper for Amphipacifica last year� this is an 
extraordinary piece of research which paints a 
convincit;tg picture of an extraor� ccyptid - a 
reptile with 'mammalian traits ' .  Even a liard core 
sceptic like your editor is convinced 
wh0lehear6edly. 

The important th!ng now is for Bousfield and 
LeBlonde to get fuiids enough to continue their 
wott and get the conclusive proof that they so 
unquestionably deserve. In this case at least the 
truth really IS out there! 

'----- · � -

COl\1ING SOON 
Later this year. The Centre for Fonean Zoolo�y 
will be publishing some more books. Repnnt 
volumes of '11le S7uds EffC.cl ' and 'J11e Cantrip 
Codex ' by Tony 'Doe '  Shiels, 'TI1e Owlman anrl ' 
Others ' by Jonathan Downes and the CFZ 
Yearbook 1 997 are all expected in October. 

Not to be confused with the yearbooks are 
planne.d book format reprints of the. ftrst four 
tssues of 'Animals & Men' which, hopefully 
�.:ill also be issues before Christmas. 

We are still hoping to issue the ftrst of our 
Supplements. a collection of information on the 
out of place birds of the last twelve months, 
sometime this year. 

At present, apart from the back issues, which will 
no longer be avail able when the reprint volumes 
are published we have. three books available. 

THE CFZ YEARBOOK 1996. £ 10.00 
Nearly two hundred pages of re.se.arch papers and 
long articles by a variety of contemporaxy 
cryptozoologists, including Dr Karl Shuker. Tony 
'Doe' Shiel:s. Jonathan Downe.s. Francois de 
Sarre. Tom Anderson. Richard Muirhead Clinton 
Keeling and manv more. Well illustrated with 
dra\\-i ngs and maps . 

MORGA WR: THE MONSTER OF 

FAI.MOUTH BAY by A Mawnan-Peller £ 1 . 50 

Timely reprint of the 1976 original with a new 
introduction by Tony 'Doe ' Shiels. and an e.ssay 
by Jonathan Do\VJles, plus the. complete text of 
the original. 

THE SMALLER MYSTERY CARNIVORES 

OF THE WEST COUNTRY bv Jonathan 
Downes £7.50. 

· 

A fascinating guide to some of the lesser known 
mammalian cryptids of the south western 
pe.nimmlar of the British Isles. Over a hundred 
pages. Lavishly illustrated with photographs, 
maps and drawings. Introduction by Dr Karl 
P.N.Shuke.r. 

WE ARE ENTIRELY SELF FINANCING AND 
RELY ON SALES TO CONTINUE SO PLEASE 

SUPPORT US BY BUYING OUR 
PUBLICATIONS. 



PERIODICAL REVIEWS 
\-\e �Jrome a n  escha nge of periodicals Mlh JJBgazines ofmur w l  inleresl al!ho ugh lxx-a use "'e now e_xcha nge 1-\<ilh so !Tll ny 

11Ili?.BZJ!k!:J ""'-! hB w been forced, much again5l our forrenn nr-thoaology; lo ca tegorise them. 

CRYPTOZOOLOGY AND ZOO��OLOGY 
DRAGON CHRONICLE. Tre dragon trust, PO Box 3369, 
London SW6 6JN. A fascinating collection of all things 
draconian which now appears four times a year. Now A4 ar:ld 
Glossy .. how do tlx;y DO-it? 
1HE BRITISH COLUMBIA CRYPTOZOOLOGY CLUB 
NEWSLEITER. 3773 Wes. 1 8th Avenue, Varx:ouver, 
British Columbia, Canada. V65 I B3. Excellent aoo well put 
together, aiXI they are now on the Internet as well! 
CREA TIJRE RESEARCH JOURNAL. Paul Jo�n. 721 
Old Greensburg Pike, North Versailles,_ PA 1 5 137- 1 1 1 1  
Y�1:5�

ew issue devoted to Peoosylvarua Bigfoot reports 

CRYPTOZOOLOGIA, Association Belge d·Etude et de 
Protection des Animaux Rares, Square des Latins 49/4, 1050 
Bruxelle& Belgium. A French langUilge magaz.ino published 
by the Belgian society for Cryptozoology. 
CRYPTOZOOLOGY REVIEW, 1 37 Atlas Ave Toronto, 
Ontario. Canada. M6C 3P4. EXcelleot new publication on 
ccyptozoology. lnclud� fascinating article on a cryptic JXJ1ychaete trom St Lucia. 
EXOTIC ZOOLOGY 3405 WuxljaliiiTICr Drive, Colorado 
SI?rings, C080920 USA. A free newsletter from the author 
ot 'Rumours of existence'. Useful rouiXI up of information on new and rediscovered species. 

FRINGE SCIENCE 
SCIENCE FRONTIERS Sourcebook POrojtx:t_, PO Box 107, Glen Arm, M D2 ! 057. Newsletter of Wtlliam Corliss' 
invaluable Sourcebook Project. Fascinating sniM'f:s of useful 
��ill�o;�"�!d t:Akmh.by th:: way ' ammals Vol.. 
NEXUS 55 Queens Rd. E. Grinstead, West Sussex RH 19 
l BG. Intelli�ent look at the fringes of scierx:e. Well put 
together. Veiy impressive. 

FORTEAN/EARTII MYSTERIES/FOLKLORE 

TEMS NEWS, 1 1 5 Hollybush Lare, Hampton, Middlesex, 
lWI:! 2QY. An entertaining collection of odds and sods and �=�= stuff. A magazine I always enjoy reading. 

HAUNTFD SC01LAND, Mark Fraser, 35 South Dean Rd, 
Kilmamock,Ayrshire, Scotland KA3 ?RD. This has been an 
enjoyable aiXI bizarre newsletter covering weirdness from 
oortb of the border. Soon to be a magazine per se, we await 
the first issue eagerly. 

COVER UP, David Colcrnan, 39 Limcficld Cml"'a>nt, 
Bathgate, W�t Lothian, �otland. EH48 l RF. The magazine 
of the Lothian Unexplained P�oomena Research group. 
UFOs, animal mutilation, gboBts etc. This is a UBeful addition 
to the scene and the editor should be congratulated for his 
hard work. 
DELVE, Gene l)yplam.ier, 17 Shetland St. Willowdale, 
Ontario. Canada.M1m 1 X5. Fortean magazine. New issue 
includes an article on the flying snake of Namibia, 
3rd Sl"ONE, PO Box 258, Cheltenham, GL53 ) HR. 
Magazine of the Gloucester Earth Mysteries Group. Wittily 
and intel ligently put togetber. 

DEAD OF NIGHT, 1 56 Bolton Road East. Newferry, Wirral. 
Merseyside

-......
L62 4RY. An _amusin& and inte!ligently put 

together r ortean rnagazme. Great article aboUl Crowley/Boleskire. My favourite fortean journal. 
ZQQI OGY/NATIIRAI HISTQRY_ 

SOUTH WEST HERPETOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
NEWSLEITER. Frank Gibbons, Acanthus1 59 St M!:U)'Chun::h Rd. T�uay, Dcvun. Entcrtamit¥; and 
informative newsletter from a thriving organisation. Contains 
some qua si fortean oddments. 
BIPEDIA, Francois de Sarre, C.E.R.B.l1 6 Avenue George V, ()6()(X) Nice France. Issue twelve of this scoolarlx magazine is now available. Written �rtly in Fren:h, �rtly in Eiil!_lish, 
it exploree the obBcure, but fascinating theory oft'nitial 
Bipeaalism, and its allio::l. disciplines. 
Mll..TON KEYNES HERPETOLOGICAL SOCIETY 15 Esk Way, Bletcbley. Milton Keyocs. Excellent A5 
magazine co.lllaining baildy hints, informative articles aiXI 
news of what appears to be an exciting organisation. 

MAINLY ABOUT ANIMALS, 13 Pom1d Place, Shalford, 
Guildford, Surrey GU4 8HH> Veteran Zoolog_1st Ointon Keeling edits this woobderful A5 magazine which is, as the 
title says, mainly about animals. Tbis 1s a genre of magazine that I and many others feared was lo& forever and it comes 
with your editor's highest reccomendation. 

ESSEX REPTILES AND AMPlllBIANS SOCIETY 6 
Chestnut Way, Ti�ree, Colchester, Essex, COS ONX. 
Another excellent and lively regional reptile society. 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PRIVATE At-.lMAL 
KEEPERSh8 Yewlands Walk, Ifield, Crawley, Wei!1 Sussex. 
RH I I )Qr.. Useful public:.tion incl� A \v=lth of 
information about wild animal husbandry. llis i:< an 
organisation which. especially in the present political climate 
ntXds your support. 
TilE MANE, Wild �wd Society, Flat 19, 1 19 Haverstock 
���s����et�fAtJve�· [;=�ucf�Ju�utto"1�� 
cryptozoologist. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
NETWORK NEWS, P.O BOX 2, LOST\VITHIEL, 
COR�W ALL PL22 OYY. Anarchism, Earth mysteries, 
weirdness, and even a little cryptozoology_ This is the sort of 
monumenlallv groovv collection which should be 
erx:ourago::l.. Issue lO Is the 'Sex Magic Sacrifice' issue by 
the way ... 
FOAFT ALE NEWS� Department of Folklore, Memorial 
Uoiversitv of Newroundland, St Johns, Newfom1dland. 

�Mo��;�Pa1�X8. Acadeniic approach to contemporary 

PENDRAGON, Smithy House, Nev..ton by Frodsham, 
Cheshire WA6 6SX. A scholarly and massively enteffllining 
roagazi.re on things Arthurian. Manages to �.Q an 
entert.aining ba1arx:e between literature aiid history. Highly 
reccomended. 
LOBSTER, 214 Westboume Avenue, Hull, HUS 3JB.lt is 
nice to see a conspixficy theory magazine with a lJK bias 
which means that 1t is not overly obsessed with JFK. The 
articles on the MI6 involvement m the 1953 couE in Iran in 
issue 30 \Vas es�ia lly good� . and the same Issue even 
mentioned Arthur Raosome, wnich as our Sussex reps will 
tell you can only endear tlx:m in the eyes of the A&M editor! 




